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CHAPTER I 
IDtroduotioa 
The "New World.w diocesan paper of Chicago, January 17. 
1929. printed a list of the Catholic High Schools for girls 
in the archdiocese. It named forty-one high schools haYd.ng 
a total enrollment of 9.802. but the total number of grad-
uates in the class of 1928 was not given. What becomes of 
the girls graduating from our Catholic high schoole? How 
many of them continue their education. and along what lines? 
How many of them enter the commercial world, and in what 
fields? What is the average wage received in different 
occupations? How many of the graduates enter the religious 
life? How many of them marry? These and many other 
questions present themselves and the distribution of grad-
uates presents an interesting feature of the educational 
system. 
The present study is an attempt on the part of the 
writer to answer some of these questions. The purpose is 
to determine the post-high-school careers of the girl grad-
uates of the class of 1928 of the Catholic high schools ot 
~~~~""""" 
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the archdiocese of Chicago. By means of a questionnaire 
sent to every Catholic high school for girls in that ter-
ritory, an endeavor was made to secure data concerning the 
fields into which the graduates entered. Part of the work 
deals with institutions of higher learning in which some ot 
the graduates sought further education, and professions to 
which these students were aspiring. The author also aimed 
to determine the factors which influenced the girls in their 
selection of a college or university• and the extent to 
which Catholic high-school graduates enr;olled in State, 
Catholic, and non-Catholic colleges, universities, and 
normal schools. 
The study includes the position or occupation of those 
entering the business world, and the salary range. The 
number and percentage of the graduates of the class of 1928 
who entered rellgious congregations; the nUlllber and percent-
age of graduates married, at home, or deceased. Those who 
could not be accounted for were put in the lost-track-of 
group. 
The information was first sought from the high school 
in the follow-up study of the graduates to obtain direct 
contact with the graduates. The high school should be able 
to give an account of its graduates, the college group, and 
the non-college group, the commercial or industrial choices 
and the successes or the failures of the individual graduates. 
..-_· _. -----------·--------------------------------. 
CHAPTER II 
Vocational Guidance 
Though vocational education has existed in some form 
since the beginning of the human race. the term nvocational 
guidance" was first used by Dr. Frank Parsons of Boston in 
reporting on the Vocational Bureau established by him in 
1908. Boston was the first to introduce vocational guid-
ance into its school system. Gradually more cities are 
introducing vocational guidance in an attempt to eliminate, 
in as far as is possible. the great waste of human effort. 
Vocational guidance means the assistance given to the 
individual in making the adjustment between school life and 
post-school life. Educational guidance is the assistance 
given to the student in making adjustments during school 
life, Which will best help in bridging the gap between 
school life and work •. Vocational guidance helps the in-
dividual to choose the field tor which he is best fitted; 
while vocational education places him in the school or 
trade in which he may prepare for the vocation he desires 
to follow. 
The problem of vocational guidance is a social problem 
of great magnitude. Although guidance in some form is per-
formed by every member of the community, by the parent, by 
social, civic and religious workers, it has become a vital 
part of education. Vocational guidance is, then, the func-
tion or the school, although the co-operation or other 
agencies and institutions is necessary. It also calls for 
the co-operation or high-minded and public-spirited men in 
the professional, the commercial and the industrial world. 
The youth or today is very much in need of vocational 
guidance as a result of our complex social environment and 
ever changing modern occupational life. This guidance con-
cerns itself with individuals on all levels from the child 
in the grade school to the youth in college; but the pres-
ent study deals with the students on the high school level. 
Guidance in the high school cannot wait until the graduate 
is ready to step into the world, but must be commenced in 
the Freshman year and be carried on even after graduation, 
until the youth has become established in his chosen career. 
The aim of vocational guidance is threefold: (1) 
through organized and scientific effort to inform the stu-
dent of the opportunities which await him in the world's 
work, (2) to assist him in making a careful selection of 
a life career, (3) to aid him in finding the avenues 
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which will lead to success in his chosen career so that this 
transition from school to work may be amde with the least 
possible amount or waste and with the greatest value to the 
youth and to society. 
The chief problems of vocational guidance are the 
following: (1) the conservation or human resources, (2) 
the adaptation or the school to the needs of youth, (3) the 
study of the individual, (4) character training, (5) the 
study of the opportunities for service, and (6) the transi-
tion or youth to the work world. The first problem is the 
conservation or youth in bridging the gap between school 
and life. It is not the function or vocational guidance 
to decide the life plan or an individual, but it is or 
vi tal importance that it points out the way for the right 
start in life; thus saving valuable time, energy and even 
life that is lost by indecision and frequent changing from 
one occupation to another. 
The second problem or vocational gu.idance is the 
adaptation of the school to meet the needs or youth. A 
progressive guidance will contribute to the ability of the 
individual to think more clearly in planning educational 
courses and a vocational career. The vocational program or 
today is built upon the educational theory that democracy 
in education must·provide educational service to meet the 
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needs of all groups. The high school should provide a 
broad and flexible curricula, not only for those who are 
planning to go to college or to work but also for those who 
have not yet chosen a career. 
The third problem of vocational guidance involves the 
study of the individual, his interests, his abilities, his 
capacities and his resources. The youth must be guided in 
studying the vast vocational possibilities to find the 
field in which he can best employ his special talents. 
The school should help the youth to form an ambition to 
realize the value of more education as a preparation for 
character-building and efficiency. 
The fourth problem of vocational guidance is character 
training. The youth should know that his success depends to 
a great degree upon his character; the use he has made of 
his opportunities for education; how he prepared himself 
during his school days for his life work together with the 
care and diligence he exercised in planning his career. 
The proper adjustments of his physical and mental abilities 
to the requirements of his chosen career, are a vital part 
of his success. This secret of success lies within himself. 
The fifth problem of vocational guidance centers 
6 
around the study of the occupational world. The co-operation 
of the industrial, commercial and professional agencies are 
especially necessary. The school should give opportunities 
to learn what fields of service are open to the high-school 
graduate, the advantages and disadvantages, the qualifications 
and preparation necessary and the opportunities for·a~vance­
ment. This occupational information should be up-to-date 
and scientific. 
The sixth problem of vocational guidance is the transi-
tion.of youth to the work world. Vocational guidance must 
help youth in bridging the gap, in finding his first job, 
in studying it and understanding it. Supervision during 
the first years prevents any inclination to restlessness 
and drifting and encourages the youth to prepare for and 
to seek advancement. 
In principle, vocational guidance is philosophically 
and eduoationally sound, but in practice it is often too 
conservative and dictatorial to be practical and just. 
The post-high-school choice of many graduates is not 
their subsequent vocations. Guidance must be ·broad enough 
to prepare the youth for a field instead of a specific 
occupation. The youth can then by means of try-outs find 
his subsequent career. This search may take a few years 
but if the youth is properly guided the time is not lost 
as he is continually gaining knowledge and experience 
This study deals with the post-high-school careers of 
7 
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the graduates of the class of 1928. An attempt was made 
to find out the correlation between the courses taken and 
the post-high-school career of the graduates. In other 
words. did the vocational guidance in the high school help 
the youth to choose a suitable field where he can use his 
ability and training to the best advantage. 
8 
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CHAPTER III 
Work In The Field 
A survey of the work in the field indicated that since 
the investigation made by Parson in 1908 more and more 
attention has been given to vocational guidance. Much work 
remains to be done in the various fields;at present the 
follow-up phase of vocational guidance is the most neglected. 
Educators have come to look on a vocational guidance program, 
not as a fad but as an absolute necessity. 
Guy Wheele.r Shallies, in 1913, published in the School 
Review, ~Distribution ~High-School Graduates after 
Leaving School. The study was made in 1910 with 735 grad-
uates of 75 New York High Schools in the class of 1908. 
The findings of the study show that one-third of the grad-
uates entered college, and another third entered the normal 
school or immediate teaching. Only one-fifth of the grad-
uates entered business or the trades. 
Edwin H. Mitchell, in 1913, made a study~ Distribu-
tion of ~ High-School Graduates ~ ~· Information was 
obtained from 845 graduates of 48 high schools. Mitchell 
found that nearly one-third of the graduates were teaching; 
almost one-fourth were in business, agriculture, or the 
trades; one-fifth were married and over one-sixth were in 
college. 
~----------------~ 10 
Counts, in 1913, studied the Immediate Future of 
20,389 Graduates~ High Schools~~ North Central 
Association. The information was obtained from 1000 · 
principals. Count found that one-third of the graduates 
were employed, one-fourth were in college, one-sixth were 
married and one-tenth were in normal or teaching. A sum-
mary was published in the School Review, June, 1922 •. 
Inglis, computing from the data given by the United 
States Bureau ££ Education for the year 1912, made a report 
in 1915. The summary was published in the School Review, 
June, 1922. Inglis found that over one-half of the grad-
uages continue in colleges, normal s9hools or other 
institutions of higher education. 
F. R. Aldrich in 1916 reported on The Distribution ot 
High-School Graduates 1n Kansas. The high-school graduates 
ot 1914 were used in the study, of these 735 graduates and 
47 schools eo-operated. Aldrich found that over one-third 
of the graduates were teaching, one-fourth were employed, 
over one-fifth entered college or normal and one-tenth 
remained at home. The study is an unpublished Master's 
Thesis of Chicago University. 
In 1916, G. J. Koons made a study the Vocational 
Distribution of High-School Graduates of Murphysboro, 
Illinois. Koons compared the graduates and non-graduates. 
~-------. 
He found that over one-half of the graduates were employed, 
nearly one-half were married and over one-fourth were teach-
ing. Ghe report was published in Educational Administration 
and Supervision Vol. III and a summary in School Review of 
June, 1922. 
11 
~ Elyria Survey was made in 1916 and reported in the 
School Jteview. The survey was made with 51 boys and 97 girls 
and shows that over one-third continued in institutiions of 
education, over one-:-fifth of the girls were .teaching, nearly 
one-fifth were doing clerical work and one-eighth were at 
home. 
E. L. Thorndike and P. M. Symonds, in 1922, published 
in the School Review Occupations of High-School Graduates. 
The study was made with graduates of Northeast High School, 
Philadelphia from 1890-1911. This study used graduates out 
of school over ten years. Nearly one-half of the graduates 
were married and an equal number were teaching. One-fourth 
of the graduates were in the business world. 
Bertha Shephard, in October, 1924, published in the 
Vocational Guidance Magazine, Statistical Material Compiled 
~ ~ Department 2£ Vocational Guidance. The figures were 
obtained from the 1922 class of 10 Boston High Schools. 
The follow-up study was made in 1923 and compared with the 
courses followed and the preferences expressed before 
~----------------~ 
graduation. Over one-half of the girls were employed and 
over one-fourth were continuing their education. 
Merle C. Prunty made A Study of ~ Graduates of ~ 
Class of ~ !!£ ~ !!!£ Schools of Tulsa, Oklahoma. The 
study is an unpublished Master's Thesis for the University 
ot Chicago. Prunty found that the lite pursuits claiming 
the largest number of graduates were general office, sec-
retarial work, college, teaching, and homemaking. 
Irwin A. Buell wrote a Doctor's Thesis for Yale 
University, in 1925, After School Careers !!£High-School 
Pupils. The 1910 class of Hartford Public High Schools 
was studied. Buell found that vocational courses were 
avoided by most of the students and bore little relation-
ship to the post-high-school careers. There was a close 
correlation between the length of time spent in school and 
the income. Few of the high-school graduates had been 
advanced to executive positions. 
Grace E. Kemp, in 1926, wrote a Master's Thesis for 
Iowa University; What Becomes 2.£ ~ Graduates £!:. ~ ~ 
High Schools. The data was obtained from: a: random sam.plil:lg 
of 28 high schools out of 325 high schools in the 99 
counties of Iowa. The class of 1925 was used in the in-
vestigation. The purpose wa• to determine if possible the 
relationship between the curriculum pursued in high school 
12 
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and the occupation or profession entered after graduation. 
In 1926. Alvin L. Perkins, as a Master's Thesis for the 
University of Ohio made a Study of ~ Graduates of 
Bridgeport High School from 1872 to 1926. Perkins found that 
__ ..:;r.._~-- ----
the occupation of the parent influenced the child in the 
choice of an occupation. The education of the parent has 
an influence on the choice of the post-high-achool education 
of the graduate. 
The School Review for December, 1927 published the 
report of the Pennsylvania Survey ~High-School Graduates 
in 1925-1926. Over one-third of the 3?.043 graduates were 
in college, another third were employed, almost one-fifth 
were at home or unaccounted for. and a small number were 
teaching. 
A. D. Mueller, in 1927, made A Vocational and Socio-
Educational Survey~ Small ~Schools of!!!!! England. 
The study was a Doctor's Thesis for Yale University and a 
report was published in the Genetic Psychology Monograph. 
The survey included the classes from 1910-1914 of 26 rep-
resentative high schools in New England. The study was 
made of the graduates and non-graduates. Over one-half 
the graduates entered college, almost one-third stayed 
at home. one-fourth entered the professions, and over 
one-half (including graduates and non-graduates) were 
~-· --------------. 
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employed. 
The School and Society for June 28, 1930, published the 
Careers of Welsh Boys and Girls of the.Welsh County Secondary 
School for ~ year ~-1929. The survey included 3,025 boys 
and 2,890 girls. Over one-tenth entered college, one-sixth 
entered the professions, but the greater number entered 
business or industry. 
The Vocational Guidance Magazine, in 1931, published a 
report Articulation ~School and Industry through Guidance, 
by c. A. Reed. A survey of the Minneapolis High School 
Graduates shows that a much larger percentage of graduates 
took positions in stores and offices than went to college. 
The value of continous follow-up was brought out. It 
stresses the great need for vocational guidance but advo-
cates a decrease in the general education for those who 
plan to enter industry or business. 
Leonard V. Koos, in Private~ Public Secondary 
Education, published in 1931, made a study of the future 
pl~s of students as to college attendances, the reasons 
for the choice of college and a comparison of scholarship 
in university. 
Homer J. Smothers and H. M. Hamlin in the School 
Review, April, 1932, reported on the Occupational Careers 
of High-School Graduates. The study was made in 1930-1931 
rr--------15-. 
with 1,003 graduates of the high schools of Newton, Iowa. 
They found that there was a close relationship between the 
taken and the occupation followed. They stressed.the need 
for a greater appreciation of a general or liberal education. 
Richard D. Allen, in the School Review, March, 1933, 
gives the standard ~orks of vocational guidance as Principles 
of Guidance by Arthur J. Jones, The Problem of Vocational 
Guidance by George E. Myers, I Find My Vocation by Harry 
Dexter Kitson, Educational and Vocational Guidance by 
William Martin Procto~. Education as Guidan~e by John M. 
Brewer, and Guidance in Secondary Schools by Leonard v. 
Koos and Grayson N. Kefauver. 
CHAPTER IV 
The Post-High-School Careers Of 1185 Girl Graduates Of The 
Class Of 1928 As Reported By 31 Catholic High Schools 
Und~r the circumstances, the best pos.sible way of 
obtaining the desired information was by questionnaire. 
A list of Catholic high schools was procured from the 
Catholic Directory and a personal letter was sent to each 
high school. Then a more complete list~~ printed in 
the "New World," Archdioceaian Paper of Chicago, January 
17, 1929; w~ch carried the names of 41 high schools. 
The schools were divided into two groups: High Schools 
in City for Girls; and High Schools Ou~side City for 
Girls. Additional letters were sent out. 
There are at present 24 Catholic High Schools for 
Girls in the City of Chicago and 17 Catholic High Schools 
for Girls outside the City, that is, in the small towns 
surrounding Chicago. The questionnaire sent to the 
Superior of each high school listed 14 present activities 
and a blank was left for the insertion of any additional 
activities that might at present engage any of the grad-
uates of the 1928 class. A list of names and addresses 
was also asked for, as a means of obtaining further infor-
mation from the individuals who were willing to co-operate. 
P'r·---------------------------17--, 
The Registrar was asked to list if possible the present 
activity of each of the graduates. This was done by over 
two-thirds of the schools and helped considerably in 
checking up the work. Those in hospital training schools, 
music colleges, art schools, dramatic art schools, and 
business colleges were classified under advanced schools. 
The high schools were assured that the names would not be 
used,· so each is designated by a number. Most of the schools 
showed a great willingness to help by giving further infor-
mation if necessary, and over one-halt or the schools gave. 
libert~ to use their n~es. 
For analysis of the available data the high schools 
were separated into two groups; those in the City of Chicago, 
and those outside the City or Chicago, but in what comprises 
the Archdiocese of.Chicago. In other words, the lists 
obtained from the New World were used but the alphabetical 
listing was not kept and the· position of each school in the 
following tables is in the order in which replies were re-
ceived. The first school in Chicago to reply was placed 
first on .all in the city lists and the first school'outside 
the City was placed first on all outside the city lists. 
To make things easier, in all the following tables and 
lists the New World grouping "High Schools in City for 
Girls," will be designated as Group I and "High Schools 
rr= 18 
'· Outside City for Girls" as Group II. 
One of the high schools in Group I has only a two year 
course, so the information trom that school was rejected, 
as only high schools with four-year courses were to be included 
in this study. Several of the high schools have a two year 
course, but only the data on the graduates from the four-
year course have been used. Four of the schools have co-
education but the male division was not included in this 
study. Two of the schools, in Group I, did not have any 
graduates in June, 1928, which lowers the number of this 
group to 21 graduating classes for the year 1928. 
Group II was the same as at present, numbering 17 
Catholic high schools all having graduation classes in the 
year 1928. The records of one of these high schools had 
been destroyed by fire, so no information was available 
from that school. Therefore the list was reduced to 16 
high schools in Group II. The high school listed as 
number 22 has a rule against giving out the list of grad-
uates for any purposes, but they very graciously mailed 
out the questionnaire to their graduates. The list of 
graduates of another school was obtained from the files 
of the Public Library; another in a small neighborhood 
paper and the lists of two more schools were obtained 
from individuals of the class. These 5 schools had sent 
19 
in complete data but expressed sorrow at not being able to 
send the lists needed. All other lists were obtained through 
the co-operation of the ~gh schools. 
Thirty-five out of the 41 high schools responded. 31 sent 
complete information on the questionnaire. Twenty-six of these 
also sent the lists of graduates but 4 did not respond to 
a second appeal. Several attempts were made to get the 
information by telephone or for a representative to obtain 
an appointment to get the necessary data so this work was 
carried on without them. Counting the 5 schools mentioned 
above the total number used in this work was 31 and this 
number is used throughout the entire study. 
TABLE I 
Report on the Returns from Questionnaire I 
Group I Group II Total 
Number of questionnaires sent 24 17 41 
Number of Questionnaires returned 19 16 35 
Number giving complete information 16 15 31 
Number giving data only 1 0 1 
Number giving no information 2 1 3 
Number not replying 3 1 4 
Number rejected 1 0 1 
Number having no graduates 2 0 2 
Total number of questionnaires 
used 16 15 31 
rr--· ----~201 
r 
Five types of classification were made of the data 
obtained from the high schools; (1) a post-high-school 
career distribution according to high schools; (2) a dis-
tribution according to the number and percentage in each 
career; (3) a comparison of the present study with previous 
studies; (4) a distribution according to the number and 
percentage in college and in life pursuits. and (5) a dis-
tribution to show the variation in the percentile range 
of different high schools. 
Tables II and III show the distribution of post-high-
school careers according to high school. The questionnaire 
listed 14 present activities which will be spoken of as 
present careers. The figures were obtained from the 31 
Catholic high schools who responded to Questionnaire I. 
The last column in the table gives the total number of 
graduates in each career. In Group I. the findings cover 
916 graduates and in Group II. 269 graduates. It was im-
possible to estimate the number of graduates from the 
high school who failed to respond to the questionnaire. 
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TABLE II 
Post-High-School Careers of 916 Girl Graduates of 16 Catholic 
High Schools within the City Limits of Chicago 
HIGH SCHOOLS 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
Enrollment 850 673 435 64 152 130 75. 120 897 
Graduates, 1928 150 85 47 4 21 25 8 6 180 
Post-High-School Careers of 
Graduates 
Entered Normal School 18 4 1 1 10 
Entered Junior College 8 2 i 1 5 
Entered a Catholic College 7 3 3 1 4 19 
Entered a Catholic UD.iversity 15. 3 5 1 4 1 21 
Entered a State University 2 1 1 2 
Entered other Univeraities 2 2 3 1 7 
Entered Other Professional I Schools 3 4 1 1 6 3 
Engaged in Library 1 1 
Entered the Business World 62 63 18 1 11 f) 2 3 83 
Entered ReligioJl 7 3 2 1 6 
Living at Home 2 2 8 3 2 12 
Married 2 3 2 2 2 1 7 
Lost Track of 21 2 1 3 
Dead 2 1 1 
t, . 
.... 
-
,, 
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TABLE II (continued) 
Post-High-School Careers of 916 Girl Graduates of Catholic 
High Schools within the City Limits of Chicago 
HIGH SCHOOLS 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 Total 
Enrollment 62 389 175 222 1036 200 210 5690 
Graduates, 1928 5 99 12 18 177 48 31 916 
Post-High-School Careers of 
Graduates j 
Entered Normal School 10 1 27 14: 5 91 
Entered Junior College I 1 2 20 
Entered a Catholic College 2 7 2 10 10 2 70 
Entered a Catholic University 1 1 1 3 6 2 2 66 
Entered a State University 1 2 3 1 13 
Entered Other Universities 1 9 2 1 28 
Entered Other Professional .... 
Schools 4 1 8 2 1 34 
Engaged in Library 2 4 
Entered the Business World 1 65 6 7 56 11 18 413 
Entered Religion 2 1 22 
Living at Home 6 1 5 12 1 1 55 
Married 1 4 1 1 6 1 33 
Lost Track of 34 1 62 
Dead 1 1 5 
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TABLE III 
Post-High-School Careers of 269 Girl Graduates of 15 Catholic 
High Schools outside the City Limits of Chicago 
HIGH SCHOOLS 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
Enrollment 271 225 60 14 150 35 51 110 
Graduates, 1928 40 24 6 3 30 10 3 22 
Post-High-School Careers of 
Graduates 
Entered Normal School 1 1 4 
Entered Junior College 3 1 2 
Entered a Catholic College 5 9 5 l 
I 
1 2 1 
Entered a Catholic University 1 2 
I 
1 1 
Entered a State University 6 
Entered Other Universities 2 1 l 
Entered Other Professional 
Schools 3 1 1 2 
Engaged in Library 
Entered the Business World 21 1 1 25 2 11 
Entered Religion 1 2 1 
Living at HOm.e 2 2 1 1 1 
Married 2 1 2 1 
. 
Lost Track of 1 
Dead 1 
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TABLE III (continued) 
Post-High-School Careers of 269 Girl Graduates of 15 Catholic 
High Schools outside the City Limits of Chicago 
HIGH SCHOOLS 
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 Total 
Enrollment 35 102 109 110 40 54 300 1666 
Graduates, 1928 8 17 5 13 9 4 75 269 
Post-High-School Careers of 
Graduates I 
\ 
Entered Noni.a.l School 1 1 2 2 9 21 
Entered Junior College I 6 
Entered a Catholic College 1 2 1 4 21 53 
Entered a Catholic University 5 
Entered a State University 1 4 11 
Entered Other Universities 3 5 12 
I 
Entered other Professional I 
Schools 1 1 1 5 15 
\ 
Engaged in Library 2 2 
Entered the Business World 4 8 5 4 2 22 106 
Entered Religion 1 1 1 1 8 
Living at Home 1 1 1 1 4 15 
Married 2 1 2 11 
Lost Track of 1 2 
Dead 1 2 
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Table IV shows the number of high schools used in 
this study to be 31 with a general enrollment of 7,356. 
The graduates of the 1928 class numbered 1,1~5. In Group I, 
High School 14 had the largest enrollment but came second 
in the number of graduates. High School 10 had the smallest 
enrollment but was next to the lowest with 5 graduates. 
High School 9 came second in the number enrolled, 897, but 
first in the number of graduates. High School 4 came next 
to the lowest with an enrollment of 65 and in the lowest 
place in the number of graduates. In Group II, High School 
31 ranked highest in the general enrollment and in the 
number of graduates and High School 20 ranked lowest in the 
general enrollment and in the number of graduates. 
TABLE IV 
General Facts Obtained from Questionnaire I 
Group I Group II Total 
Number of High Schools 16 15 31 
Total Enrollment 5690 1666 7356 
Total Number of Graduates 916 269 1185 
Largest School Enrollment 1036 300 
Smallest School Enrollment 62 14 
Largest Graduating Class 180 75 
Smallest Graduating Class 4 3 
Table V was prepared to show the number and percentage 
of graduates listed by the high school under the 14 points 
given in Quest-ionnaire I. This table indicates that the 
business world cames first in both groups in~luding almost 
one-half the total number of graduates. This may be mis-
leading; those employed in any business were taken all in 
one division while the educational institutions were broken 
up under several headings. It would have made Questionnaire 
I too long and it was impossible to tell in advance just 
what occupations to list, then again as the school was 
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giving this information, it would have made the questionnaire 
too difficult to get good results. Many of the schools 
would not have any records on this matter; if for instance 
the graduate obtained a position through a business college. 
In the case or an institution of higher education, the high 
school must send a record of credits to any institution the 
graduate may later attend. 
In Group I, the teachers' college ranked 'second and 
included those attending the Chicago Normal School and the 
State Teacher's College. High School I, had one graduate 
in the Teacher's College at De Kalb, Illinois. Same of the 
number listed under Catholic universities should have been 
classed under Catholic college but the data was recorded 
just as given. The information later obtained from the 
individuah corrects this·error. Catholic colleges came 
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third and Catholio universities fourth in rank. 
· The other activities ranked in the following order; 
lost-track-of, staying at home, advanced schools, married, 
other universities, in religion, junior college, library, 
and dead. The junior college division included Crane Junior 
College and several Catholic junior colleges. 
The fact that the Catholic college _holds the second place 
in Group II may be the result of this group including many of 
the wealthier suburbs of Chicago. The girl of means goes to 
college not only for an education but also for the social lite 
and future contacts. She is not. planning on using the educa-
tion as a means of making a living. The girl of the moderate 
home ordinarily looks to getting more out ot her education 
and putting it to use in the future. True she also looks 
for the social part but it is generally secondary and the 
larger number under the Catholic university in the City 
Group is due to this reason. 
Group II had 10 graduates in the. Chicago Normal College 
and the others listed teachers• college were enrolled in the 
Northern Illinois State'Teachers College at Normal, Illinois. 
The Catholic universities dropped to the eleventh place; 
this may be due to the truer classification of graduates. In 
religion, occupied the ninth place and staying at home,.the 
fifth place. 
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TABLE V 
The Number and Percentage of Graduates Who Entered Each 
ot the Activities Listed on the Questionnaire I 
; 
Group I Group II Totals 
N~ber Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Teachers College 91 9.1 21 7.7 112 9.4 
Junior College 20 2.1 6 2~2 26 2.1 
Catholic College 10 1.6 53 19.7 123 10.3 
Catholic Universities 66 7.1 5 1.8 71 5.9 
State Universities 13 
-
1.4 11 4.0 24 2.0 
other Universities 28 3.0 12 4.4 40 3.3 
Advanced Schools 34 3.7 15 5.5 49 4.1 
Library 4 .4 2 .1 6 .5 
Business World 413 45.0 106 39.4 519 43.7 
Religion 22 2.4 8 2.9 30 2.5 
Home 55 6.3 15 5.5 10 5.9 
Married 33 3.6 11 4.0 44 3.7 
Lost track ot 62 6.1 2 .1 '64 5.4 
.. Dead 5 .5 2 .7 1 .5 
Total 916 265l 1185 
Table VI gives an interesting comparison of the data 
presented in Table V and statistics obtained tram the "Catholic 
High School." In the pamphlet. the percentages were obtained 
by combining nine different surveys from various sections of 
the country. and including 22.450 graduates. 
Although this study of the Catholic high school included 
only 1.185 graduates there is a close correlation between the 
figures in both studies. In the composite study the deceased 
may be classed under unkaown. The composite study no doubt 
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included boys but the four lines of employment were taken 
together to compare with the one group employed. 43.7 per 
cent for this study and 42.9 per cent for the composite 
study. The college group in this study taken together 
would be 26.1 per cent as compared with 16.2 per cent for the 
composite group. Library was combined with advanced schools 
giving 4.6 per cent as compared with professions 5.4 per cent 
in the composite group. 
The composite study goes on to show that: 
If the percentage of college. normal school. 
teaching, and t~e professions are totalled, 
they will give a grand total of 41.2, 
showing unmistakably that the high school 
graduate tends to continue in college, 
normal schools, or enter the professions. 
(190: The Catholic High School:34) 
Combining the above mentioned groups in this study, the 
grand total would be 40.1. This is a very favorable com-
parison but it was deemed appropriate to also compare the 
findings of this study with other studies. 
30 
TABLE VI 
A Comparison of the Career Distribution of 1,185 Graduates 
with a Composite Distribution of 22,450 Graduates 
Present Study Nine Surveys Combined 
l. Teachers College 9.4 Normal School 11.1 
2. Home 5.9 Home .6 
3. Married 3.7 Married 8.7 
4. Lost track of 5.4 Unknown 6.0 
5. Dead -~ 6. Junior College 2.1 
7. Catholic College 10.3 
8. Catholic University 5.9 26.1 College 16.2 
9. State University 2.0 
10. Other Universities 3.3 
11. In Religion 2 •. 5.. 
12. Advanced School 4] 4.6 Professional Schools 5.4 13. Library 0.5 
14. Business 43.7 Business '15] Trades 14.4 
Other Occupations 10.0 42.9 
Agriculture 2.7 
Teaching 9.0 
In preparing Table VII, an attempt was made to get 
studies evenly divided over the period from 1910 to 1932. 
While ther is much work along this line, some of the studies 
in the desired years did not lend themselves to the comparison, 
so a random sampling was used, to cover the period. The 
activities of the present study were combined to list all 
colleges and universities under colleges, with the exception 
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of Teacher's College whi~h was listed as normal by Shallies 
and Aldrich• Library and advanced schools were classed under 
professional schools. Teaching was added to the list as the 
three other studies included it. All employments, agriculture, 
trades, business, and other employments were classed under 
employed. _In the Pennsylvania Survey, at home and unaccounted 
for were classed as one, with a percentage of 14.5. 
The present' study stands second with 9.4 per cent in the 
teachers• college, fourth with 26.1 per cent in college, 
fifth with 4.6 per cent in professional schools, and first 
with 43.7 per cent employed. This employed group shows an 
increase from 20.2 per cent in 1910 to 43.7 per cent in 1932. 
This increase may be the result of women finding her place 
in the work world. Not much,·can be seen by the at home, 
married, lost track of,and dead groups. The total of these 
4 groups in this study is 15.5 per cent and shows only a 
difference of one point from the Pennsylvania Survey. From 
the data given by Shallies, at home 5.6 per cent is close 
to the 5.9 per cent in this study while the lost track of, 
5.4 per cent is over twice the per cent reported by Shallies. 
No comparison can be made of the teaching group. It is 
almost impossible for a girl today to go from high school 
to a teaching position without some specific training. The 
3.7 per cent would bear out this fact. Aldrich made his 
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study in Kansas and at a time when teachers were in demand, 
hence the 29 per cent classed as teaching. No doubt a study 
today would lessen that percentage. 
On the whole, it seems that the present study compares 
favorably with previous studies. The findings of the 
Pennsylvania Survey included 35,043 pupils and from the 
comparison it wou.U.d seem that the conclusions drawn from 
this study, although it only included 1,185 graduates would 
be valid. 
TABLE VII 
Comparison of the Percentage of Graduates from the 
Catholic High Schools 
in the Various Careers with the Fin~ing~ of Others 
Careers Shallies Aldr~ch .Counts Pennsyl- Present 
• I vania Study 
1910 1916 1922 1926 1932 
1. Teachers College 16.6 5.0 5.7 9.4 
2. College 33.6 19.0 36.5 38.5 21.1 
' 
3. Professional School 5.4 6.0 7.6 6.9 4.6 
4. Employed 20.2 22.0 34.9 36.4 43.7 
' 
5. At Home 5.6 11.0 .9 5.9 t
t 6. Married 14.5 3.7 
~ 7~ Lost Track of 2.6 5.4 
' 
8. Dead .5 
9. Teaching 16.0 29.0 3.7 
l 
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The date, in Tables VIII and IX, gives an insight into the 
number and percentage listed by the high school as attending 
school and the number and per cent engaged in the business world. 
Though the Library is really a training school, it was not 
counted with the college group because the student is working 
at the same time, yet it could not be classed with the business 
world·. In this table it is disregarded. 
Group II has a larger percentage of graduates in institu-
tions of higher education than Group I. High School 23 was 
listed as having no graduates in college but 2 out of its 
three graduates are in the Novitiate and are really in school. 
For that reason no information could be obtained about them. 
The figures sent in were in many cases quite a surprise. High 
School 12 had only 12 graduates, or 14 per cent of the total in 
college when a much larger percentage in schools was expected 
and a much smaller number than 63 or 74 per cent of its grad-
uates working. The Registrar or this school said the number 
employed was an unusually large number and might be due to 
the extension of the Normal College term. High School I also 
said that more of their graduates would have enrolled in The 
Chicago Teachers College if the term had not been lengthened 
and if the opportunity for an assignment had been better. 
They have 36 per cent in college .and 41 per cent in the Business 
World. 
r--
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TABLE VIII 
The Distribution of Graduates of Group I in Institutions 
of Higher Education and in the Business World· 
Graduates Graduates Total 
in in 
High Total College Business World 
School Graduates Number Percent Number Percent NUiiiber tt'ercent 
1 150 53 36 62 41 115 77 
2 85 12 14 63 74 75 88 
3 47 15 32 18 38 33 70 
4 4 3 75 1 25 4 100 
5 21 4 19 11 52 15 71 
6 25 19 76 6 24 25 100 
7 8 2 25 2 25 4 50 
8 6 2 33 3 50 5 83 
9 180 67 37- 83 46 150 83 
10 5 3 60 1 20 4 80 
11 99 24 24 65 66 89 90 
12 12 4 33 6 50 10 83 
13 18 5 28 7 39 12 67 
14 177 64 36 56 32 120 68 
15 48 33 69 11 23 44 92 
16 32 12 39 18 58 30 96 
Total 916 322 35 413 45 735 80 
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TABLE IX 
The Distribution of Graduates of Group II in Institutions 
of Higher Education and in the Business World 
-
Graduates Graduates Total 
in in 
High Total College Business World 
School Graduates Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
17 40 14 35 2.1 53 35 68 
18 24 21 88 1 4 22 92 
19 6 5 83 5 83 
20 3 2 67 1 33 3 100 
21 30 3 10 25 83 28 93 
22 10 4 40 2 20 6 60 
23 3 
24 22 8 36 11 50 19 86 
25 8 2 25 4 50 6 75 
26 17 6 35 8 47 14 82 
27 5 3 60 3 60 
28 13 7 54 5 38 12 92 
29 9 3 33 ' 4 44 7 78 
30 4 2 50 2 50 
31 75 44 59 22 29 66 88 
Total 269 122 45 106 39 228 85 
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The 16 high schools in the City are ranked in.Table X 
according to the percentage of graduates enrolled in insti-
tutions of higher education. One of the most interesting 
points in the study is the wide variation of the percentages. 
Many of the findings were entirely unexpected. The percent-
ages are given in round numbers. 
High School 6 in Group I ranked first with 76 per cent 
of the 25 graduates in college. Eigh School 4 came second 
with 75 per cent of the graduates, while High School 2 ranked 
sixteenth with only 14 per cent of 85 graduates in college. 
High School 1 is in the eighth place with 36 per cent of 150 
graduates while High School 9 is in the sixth place with only 
37 per cent of 180 graduates. This high school had the 
largest number of graduates and was expected to have a larger 
number in college. 
Group; II, High School 18 ranked first w1 th 88 per cent 
of 24 graduates in college. High School 19 had 6 graduates 
and ranked second with 83 per cent. While High School 17 
had the second largest number of graduates but is in the 
tenth·place with only 35 per cent in college. High School 
31 had the largest number of graduates but ranked only fifth 
with 59 per cent. This was rather surprising on account of 
the financial standing of the graduates. High School 23 has 
no per cent listed but 2 of the 3 graduates are in the 
Novitiate. 
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TABLE X 
The High Schools Listed According to the Percentage of 
Graduates in Institutions of Higher Education 
Group I Group II 
Rank Key Number Percentage of Rank Key Number Percentage of 
of Graduates in of Graduates in 
High School College High Scho9l College 
1. 6 76 1. 18 88 
2. 4 75 2. 19 83 
3. 15 69 3. 20 67 
4. 10 60 4. 27 60 
s. 16 39 5. 31 59 
6. 9 37 6. 28 54 
7. 14 36 7. 22 40 
e: 1 36 a. 24 36 
9. 8 33 9. 17 35 
10. 12 33 10.' 26 35 
11. 3 32 11. 29 33 
12. 13 28 12. 25 25 
13. 1 25 13. 21 10 
14. 11 24 14. 23 0 
15. 5 19 15. 30 0 
16. 2 14 
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Table XI shows the percentage ranking of the high school 
graduates of each group in the business world. In Group I. 
High School 2 headed the list with 74 per cent of 85 graduates 
working. High School 11 took second place with 62 per cent 
and this considering the financial conditions of the graduates 
was not expected. It was thought that more of the graduates 
would be in college. 
In Group II. High School 21 headed the list with 83 per 
cent of the 30 graduates in the business world. This was 
also a surprise as this high school is in a high-class suburb. 
High School 17 is second with 52 per cent of the graduates 
working. High Schools 19. 23, and 27 had no graduates employed. 
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TABLE XI 
. 
The High Schools Listed According to the Percentage 
of Graduates in the Business \Vorld 
-·---- ---
-
Group I 
' 
Group II 
--
Rank Key Number Percentage of Rank Key Number Percentage of 
of Graduates in of Graduates in 
High School Business World High School Business World 
1. 2 74 1. 21 83 
2. 11 67 2. 17 53 
3. 16 58 3. 24 50 
4. 5 52 4. 25 50 
5. 8 50 5. 30 50 
6. 12 50 6. 26 47 
7. 9 46 7. 29 44 
8. 1 41 a. 28 38 
9. 13 39 9. 20 33 
10. 3 38 10. 31 29. 
~-- 11. 14 32 11.. 22 20 
12. 4 25 12. 18 4 
13. 7 25 13. 19 0 
14. 6 24 14. 23 0 
15. 15 23 15. 27 0 
16. 10 20 
-
I 
(I~ 
I 
! 
f· 
I 
' 
f 
~ 
'. 
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Summary 
From the facts brought out by the responses from the 
high schools, the writer has drawn the following conclusions: 
In Grou.p I, the total number in universities and colleges 
is 322, or 35 per cent while in business the total number is 
413, or almost 45 per cent. There are 91 more in the business 
world than in institutions of higher education. In Group II, 
the total number in schools is 122, or 45 per cent while the 
total number in business is only 106 or 39 per cent. There 
are 16 more in Universities or colleges than are at present 
out working. This difference in the two groups may pe ~ue 
to the better financial conditions in the homes outside the 
City but it may be due in a certain extent to the smaller 
numbers, to less opportunity for work in the smaller communi-
ties, and also to the poor salaries paid in occupations near 
home. In High Schools 17, 18, and 30, the difference was due 
to good financial conditions and well-educated parents. In 
Group I, High Schools 4, 6, 10, and 15.are three to one more 
in college than in the business world. In Group II, High 
School 17 has 23 in college or university and only 1 employed. 
High Schools 18, 19, 21, 22, 26, 27, and 30 have more in 
college than are working. The total of 30 from both groups 
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entering religion does not seem eno~gh when the number taking 
up the secular teaching profession is considered. 
The number at the state universities was rather a surprise, 
as it was thought that more than 24 of our Catholic high school 
graduates were enrolled there. The total at the state 
universities represents only those known ~ the high school 
to be attending these institutions. It might be true that 
a few more than reported are now in attendance but it may also 
be possible that some have withdrawn. 
In the library unit the total was only 6 graduates or 
one-half of one per cent. It seems a pity that more of our 
Catholic girls do not take up this pleasant, congenial and 
interesting work, where they have a power for doing so much 
good. 
The figures which were obtained from the individuals 
differ somewhat from the figures given by the high schools 
and will be given in the next part of this study. 
CHAPTER V 
The Post-High-School Careers As Reported By The 
Graduates 0~ The Class Of 1928 
This part of the study deals with Questionnaire II which 
was mailed to the graduates of 31 Catholic high schools. The 
lists obtained through the various sources were used in the 
mailing. The purpose of this chapter is (1) to report on the 
returns received from Questionnaire II, (2) to present the 
data given by the 1928 graduates in regard to their individual 
careers, and (3) to ascertain, if possible, what high-school 
curriculum the graduate had pursued. 
The Questionnaire was divided into two parts to be filled 
out (1) by the graduates in the work world and (2) by the 
graduates in college, university, or any other professional 
school. The questionnaire under each part listed seven 
curricula: general, college preparatory, household arts, 
commercial, music, art, and journalism; a blank also was left 
for any additional entry. The above eight were chosen at the 
suggestion of teachers from 18 different Catholic secondary 
schools; 11 of these were from high schools in Group I and 
7 from high schools in Group II. Four made no distinction 
between the general curriculum and the college-preparatory 
curriculum, while 10 made a distinct division between these on 
the ground that in the for;mer the student may add same commercial 
subjects. 
The complete distribution or graduates according to the 
high schools, the total number to whom questionnaires were 
mailed, the number and percentage of graduates employed, the 
number and percentage or graduates in institutions or higher 
education, and the number and percentage or replies returned 
answered by each divis~on are shown in Table XII to~ Group I 
and in Table XIII for Group II. The number or quest.ionnaires 
in all but a few cases was considerably smaller than the num-
ber or graduates. This was the result or the large number 
lost track of, the number deceased, and the number who 
entered religion. The latter were not sent questionnaires, 
as they would not be permitted to reply. 
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' TABLE XII 
The Distribution of Questionnaire II to 732 
Graduates in Group I 
High .Number of Total Number of Graduates in College Graduates Emploved 
I Graduates Questionnaires _Q.u~s~;nnnA"ires Quest; nn•d.res 
Schools Mailed Mailed Responses Mailed Res·>onses 
!Number Percent Number Percent Number !Percent Number Percent 
1 150 115 53 46 43 81 62 53. 52 85 
2 85 75 12 16 12 100 63 84 46 73 
5 47 30 12 40 9 75 18 60 15 83 
4 4 4 3 75 1 33 1 25 1 100 
5 21 15 4 26 3 75 11 73 7 63 
6 25 25 19 76 13 68 6 24 4 66 
7 8 4 2 50 l 50 2 50 
8 6 5 2 40 1 50 3 60 2 66 
9 180 150 67 44 46 68 83 55 59 71 
10 5 4 3 75 3 100 l 25 1 100 
11 99 89 24 26 23 95 65 71 41 63 
12 12 10 4 40 4 100 6 60 4 66 
13 18 12 5 41 2 40 7 58 5 71 
14 177 120 64 5.3 48 75 56 46 43 76 
15 48 44 33 75 26 78 11 25 11 100 
16 31 30 12 40 7 58 18 60 10 52 
Total 916 732 319 43 242 75 413 56 301 72 ~ 
~ 
I 
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TABLE XIII 
Distribution of ~uestionnaire II Mailed to 229 
Graduates in Group II 
High Number of Total Number of Graduates in Colleg~ Graduates Employed 
Graduates Questionnaires Questionnaires Questionnaires 
Schools Mailed Mailed Responses Mailed Responses 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
17 40 35 14 40 6 17 21 60 9 12 
18 24 22 21 95 18 85 1 4 1 100 
19 6 6 6 100 4 66 
20 3 3 2 66 2 100 1 100 1 100 
21 30 28 3 10 3 100 25 89 4 56 
22 10 6 4 66 4 100 2 33 2 100 
23 3 
24 22 19 8 42 4 50 11 68. 8 72 
25 8 6 2 40 1 50 4 80 4 100 
26 17 14 6 42 5 63 8 57 6 75 
27 5 3 3 100 1 33 
28 13 12 7 58 4 59 5 41 5 100 
29 9 7 3 42 3 100 4 55 4 100 
30 4 2 2 100 2 100 
31 75 66 44 66 29 65 22 33 13 59 
Total 269 229 123 53 84 69 106 46 69 65 
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A summary of the returns to the questionnaire show that, 
of the 961 mailed, 696 were returned answered. The returns 
from the graduates in Group II were better than from Group I. 
The returns were slightly better from the college divisions 
of both groups than from the employed divisions. The returns 
from the college division of Group I were 242, or 75 per cent 
of the total number mailed, and from Group II the returns 
were 84, or 69 per cent. The returns from those employed in 
Group I were 301,' or 72 per cent, and the returns from 
Group II were 69, or 65 per cent. Great care was taken to 
reject doubtful answers. There can be little doubt as to 
the reliability of the information, as ~11 the questionnaires 
used were signed by the individual. Many respondents, espe-
cially in the college division, expressed a desire to give 
further information if necessary. It is true that the re-
plies are from approximately 74 per cent of Group I and 67 
per cent of Group II. However, the facts stated correlated 
so well with the data given by the high school that the 
validity of the findings can hardly be questioned. 
Employed Group 
The work of girls outside of the home has become an 
interesting, thought-provoking, and vital problem of American 
~-------------------------------------------47----. 
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life. This research takes up the position or occupation of the 
graduates of the 1928 class to obtain, if possible, a true pic-
ture of the various fields of labor upon which they had entered. 
The data obtained from Questionnaire II are presented in this 
chapter. The individual was asked (i) to check the course pur-
sued in high school, (2) to state the kind of work engaged in, 
(3) to give the lowest and the highest salary received, and 
(4) whether or not employed at present. 
The aiding and directing of students in their election 
of courses is a pressing problem in the high school. Tables 
XIV and XV present data concerning the curricula chosen by the 
graduates who are employed. Students taking the general high-
school course and the college-preparatory course automatically 
meet the college entrance requirements. The commer.cial and 
household-arts curricula do not ordinarily meet these college 
requirements, but by special arrangements may be made to do 
so. These two latter curricula allow high-school graduation. 
The following tables will show that 37 girls who took the 
college-preparatory course are employed in the commercial world. 
Sixteen in all took household arts; 52 took music; 11 took 
art; one took journalism and 187 took commercial subjects. In 
Group II, 47 took the general course, 31 added commercial sub-
jects and 5 added music; 18 took the college preparatory, of 
these, 9 added commercial subjects, 5 added music and 3 f7dded 
' 
TABLE XIV 
The Different High-Schoo~ Curricula Pursued by 287 Girls 
of Group I in Various Fields of Occupation 
High School Curricula 
High Schools General High School College Preparatory Household Arts Music Art Journalism Commercial 
1 44 7 4 10 41 
2 33 13 2 7 31 
3 9 3 3 1 10 
4 1 1 
5 7 1 3 
6 2 2 1 
7 
8 2 I 2 9 44 10 3 I 12 4 36 10 1 l 11 21 15 3 9 3 14 12 4 4 
13 4 1 I 3 14 37 6 2 
' 
7 2 27 
15 11 2 I 3 2 6 I 16 8 2 8 
Total 227 60 16 52 11 I 1 187 
~ 
CD 
' 
TABLE XV 
The Different High-School Curricula Pursued by 65 Girls 
of Group II in Various Fields of Occupation 
High School Curricula 
I 
High Schools General High School College Preparatory Household Arts Music Art J ou.rnali sm Commercial 
17 7 2 3 5 
18 1 
19 
20 1 1 
21 7 6 1 I 5 ! 7 22 2 1 
I 
2 
23 
24 5 1 6 
25 4 4 
26 4 2 6 
27 
28': 4 4 
29 4 
30 2 2 
31 6 7 1 3 3 
Total 47 18 1 10 3 44 
""' 
<0 
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art; 44 in all took commercial subjects; 10 took music; 3 art, 
and 1 household arts. All the graduates who took commercial 
subjects·were engaged in office positions of various types. 
Table XVI reads as follo~s: High School 1 had 47 grad-
uates employed and 5 not employed when this survey was made, 
but as a result of the present conditions the number unemployed 
would probably have been increased. However, the figures in 
this study show that Group I has 271 employed and 30 not employed 
and that Group II has 53 employed and 15 not employed; the rest 
did not fill out the blank. 
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TABLE XVI 
The Employment Distribution of the Graduates of 
Group I and Group II 
GrOUP I Number of Graduates Group II Number of Graduates 
High Employed Not Employed High Employed Not Employed 
Schools Schools 
1 47 5 17 7 2 
2 42 4 18 1 
3 13 2 19 
4 1 20 1 
5 6 1 21 11 2 
6 4 22 2 
7 23 
8 2 24 6 2 
9 55 4 25 3 1 
10 1 26 4 2 
11 32 9 27 
12 4 28 2 3 
13 4 1 29 2 2 
14 41 2 30 2 
15 11 31 12 1 
16 8 2 
Total 271 30 53 15 
The following tables list the occupations of the graduates 
found in the business world. In some oases more than one 
occupation was reported, therefore, it was necessary for the 
v~iter to make a choice and the first occupation listed was 
used in the tabulation. The principal combinations as reported 
by the respondents are listed in the appendix. 
The extent to which high-school graduates are employed in 
52 
various positions is indicated by the responses tabulated in 
Tables XVII and XVIII. It is of interest to note that the 
large majority are employed in various office positions, which 
they could not have secured without business training. The 
last column gives the total number of graduates who entered the 
various kinds of work. 
As the high school deals with a selected group, a wider 
range of vocations should be opened to the graduates than to 
the non-graduates. The figures given in the tables show a 
concentration of the graduates in office positions. No doubt 
the subsequent career of many of these girls will be differentJ 
many will marry and many will become stabilized in a few years. 
If the advance in salary is any indication of the above, some 
individuals have already found their career in the business 
world. 
·Stenography and its cultivated big brother, 
secretaryship, are desirable stepping stones. A 
well-known e~ecutive of one of the largest com-
panies in the world fills all his responsible 
positions from the ranks of his secretaries. 
(12l:Halle:20) 
None of the graduates even in Group II are classified as 
engaged in agricultural pursuits. Only two of the graduates 
in Group I are employed in beauty culture, and as the Catholic 
high school from which these two girls graduated does not give 
I 
' 
TABLE XVII 
Occupational Distribution of 289 High-School Graduates 
from Group I 
Occupations High Scho9ls Total 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 Number Percent 
1. Stenographer 28 25 11 l 3 3 2 29 5 3 3 12 2 2 129 44.9 
2. Genera.l Office 7 8 1 2 1 13 14 7 3 56 19.3 
3. Private Secretary 6 7 2 2 14 6 l 8 1 3 50 17.3 
4. Bookkeeper 4 5 1 6 4 1 21 7.2 
5. ComptometerOpera.tor 1 1 1 3 1.0 
s. Telephone Operator 3 1 3 2 9 3.1 
7. Beauty Shop 2 2 ~69 
8~ Shops 3 3 1~0 
9~ Cashier 1 2 3 1.0 
10. Auditor 1 1 .34 
11. Saleslady 2 2 .69 
12. Inspector 1 1 .34 
13. Timekeeper 1 l .34 
14. Advertising 1 1 .34 
15. Credit 1 1 .34 
16. Demonstrator 1 1 .34 
17. Social Service 1 1 2 .69 
18. Claim Adjustor l 1 .34 
19. P~otographer's Assistant 1 1 .34 
20. Professiaaal Shopper 
21. hoot-reader l l 22. Interior Decorator .34 1 l .34 
Total 50 45 14 l 6 4 0 2 55 l 40 ·4 ' 5 42 10 10 289 
TABLE XVIII 
Occupational Distribution of 63 High-School Graduates 
from Group II 
Occupations High Schools Total 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 Number PerceJJ.t 
. 
1. Stenographer 2 1 5 1 5 2 2 3 1 2 l 25 39.7 
2. General Office 3 4 l l l 10 15.8 
3; Private Secretary l l 2 1 l 2 1 4 13 20.6 
4. Bookkeeper 1 2 1 1 1 6 9.5 
5. Co.mptometer Operator 
6. Telephone Operator 
7. Beauty·Shop 
e. Shops 4 4 6.2 
9. Cashier 1 ! l 1.5 
10. Auditor 
11. Saleslady 
12. Inspector 
l 13. Timekeeper l 1 I 1.5 14. Advertising 
15. Credit ! 
16. Demonstrator 1 l 1.5 
17. Social Service 
18. Claim Adjustor 
19. Photographer's Assistant 
20. Professional Shopper 1 l 1.5 
21. Proof-reader 1 l 1.5 
22. Interior Decorator 
Total 9 1 0 1 13 2 0 6 4 6 0 4 2 2 13 63 
r ____ r- --......;.___---. 
r ' 55 
~: 
-
that work, it must have been taken up elsewhere. 
The total number of graduates in each occupation is listed 
in the second to the last column and the percentage of graduates 
in each occupation is in the last column. Those classed under 
stenographer and typist comprise nearly one~half the number em-
ployed, general office workers and private secretaries comprise 
approximately one-fifth each, and bookkeepers and kindred oc-
cupations about one-tenth. 
The range of salaries was rather astonishing and is given 
in Tables XIX and XX. The figures for both groups have been 
consolidated and show the replies given by 352 graduates. The 
lowest beginning salary was received by 4 persons, namely, 2 
stenographers, a secretary, and an inspector. The 2 stenog-
raphers were later advanced from $10.00 to $15.00 each, and 
the secretary and the inspector to $16.00 each. The lowest 
salaries ranged from $10.00 to $30.00, which was recei~ed 
by 4 persons, as interior decorator and 3 clerical workers 
for the Board of Education of the Chicago Public Schools. 
The salary of the interior decorator was later advanced to 
$40.00 and the 3 clerks to $37.50 each. 
The lowest salary on the advanced salary scale, Table XX, 
was $14.00 which was received by 2 persons, one general office 
worker who had taken no commercial subjects and the other a 
stenographer with six months in commercial subjects. The highest 
!ABLE xu 
!he Distribution of the Begianing Weekly Salaries of 352 Graduates 
from 31 High Schools 
OCCUPATIONS SALARIES fOD.LS 
• 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
1. stoographer 2 3 1 12 56 21 7 36 l 10 2 3 15& 
2 ~ Geaeral Office 1 1 8 16 9 4 14 4 2 4 I 66 
3. Private Secretary 1 1 211 4 6 17 1 10 3 l 6 63 
4~ Bookkeeper 1 9 1 1 9 2 1 3 27 
s; Comptometer Operator 2 1 3 
6~ telephone Operator 1 5 l 1 1 9 
7. Beauty Culture 1 1 2 
8. Shops 1 1 1 1 3 T 
9. Cashier l 1 1 1 4 
10. Auditor 1 1 
11. Saleslady 1 l 2 
12. Inspector l 1 
13. Tiaekeeper 1 1 2 
14. Advertising 1 1 
15. Credit 1 
' 
1 
16. Deaonstrator 1 1 2 
17. Social Service 1 1 2 
18. Claim Adjustor 1 l 
19. Photographer's Assistant 1 1 
20. Professional Shopper 1 1 
21. Proofreader 1 1 
22. ,._ .... 
·i.or Decorator 1 1 
TOTALS 4 3 3 3 22 ,:o1 ~9 24 eo 2 39 1 10 2 l 14 0 0 0 0 4 36 2 
.... 
u::q 
TABLE XX 
The Distribution of the Highest Weekly Salaries Received by 352 Graduates 
from the 31 Catholic High Schools 
lEY SALARIES TOT.Al S 
• 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 
r"~ 
~- '•· 
-·· 
1~ 2 4 3 2 23 7 41 4 23 5 7 24 3 2 3 1 154 
2. 1 2 8 6 14 1 6 4 3 9 l l 3 7 66 
3. 1 1 1 l 2 2 8 2 4 20 4 4 2 7 1 2 1 63 
4. 1 l 1 4 l 3 1 1 11 1 1 1 2T 
s-. 2 1 3 
6~ 2 1 2 2 1 1 9 
7. 1 1 2 
8~ 1 3 1 2 7 
9; 1 1 2 4 
10~ 1 1 
11. 1 1 2 
12~ 1 1 
13. 2 2 
14~ 1 1 
15. 1 1 
16~ 1 1 2 
17~ 1 1 2 
18: 1 1 
19; 1 1 
20. 1 1 l 21. 
22. 1 1 
OTALS 2 5 8 7 35: 14 64 8 46 [15 17 171 5 17 7 7 9 0 0 0 0 3 0 9 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 2 352 
See lABUS ~ ·rar List of Occupatioas 
salary range was from $14.00 to $45.00, which was received by 
2 persons, 1 a private secretary and the other an interior 
decorator. 
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The 4 largest advances in salary were received, (1) by a 
bookkeeper, from $18.00 to $38.00, (2) a saleslady, from $20.00 
to $40.00, (3) a social secretary, from $20.00 to $40.00, and 
(4) a private secretary, from $25.00 to $45.00. The smallest 
advance in salary was from $14.00 to $15.00, received by a 
stenographer, and from $15.00 to $16.00, received by a tele-
phone operator. Ten persons received no advance in salary, 
but they had all worked less than a year. Twelve others stated 
they were due to receive advances in salary within the next 
few weeks. Again, as a result of the economic depression, 
the data given on the range of salaries might be changed to 
same extent. The average beginning salary on the data given 
in Table XIX was approximately $16.50. The average advanced 
salary given in Table XX was $21.75. 
The graduates who were employed in other than commercial 
positions are given in Table XXI. It is interesting to note 
the difference in salary range of the teaching group. Generally 
speaking, the special teacher working full time receives a 
higher salary than the elementary teacher. The figures given 
may be rather misleading; no doubt, the lower salaries reported 
by the special teachers were the result of working on a 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
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TABLE XXI 
-Graduates Employed in Various Fields 
Position Number 'Neekly Salarx R~e 
. Lowest Highest 
Parochial School Teacher 6 $20.00 $31.25 
Parochial School Substitute 4 15.00 25.00 
Dramatic and Physical Education 
Teachers 6 12.50 25.00 
Dancing Teacher 1 25.00 35.00 
Librarians 4 15.00 26.00 
Dean' s Office 1 25.00 30.00 
University Office 1 20.00 30.00 
College Reg~strar 1 20.00 25.00 
Organist 3 25.00 40.00 
Governess 1 25.00 25.00 
Deputy Clerk Municipal Court 1 52.50 52.50 
part-time schedule. The salary reported by the deputy clerk 
of the Municipal Court is the highest salary recorded, but 
it is a political position and out of the ordinary. It does 
not seem to be the result of any special guidance or training. 
The School Group 
This part of the study deals with the graduates in college, 
university, or·any other professional school. The curriculum 
followed by the 31 Catholic high schools, aside from religious 
instruction, does not differ much from that of the public 
high school. The course of study is based on the curriculum 
r______ ____ .
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approved by the Catholic University of .~erica. They are 
practically-all accredited by the University of Illinois. the 
North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools, 
and by the large Catholic universities and must follow the 
requirements of these institutions. 
The data given in Tables XXII and XXIII gives an insight 
into the curriculum fo4lowed by the 336 graduates who entered 
institutions of higher education. In Group I, 155 girls took 
the general course; 80 took the college preparatory;_l7 took 
the household arts; 63 added music; 18 added art; 12 added 
journalism, and 5 added commercial subjects. In Group II, 36 
took the general course; 53 took the college-preparatory 
course, and 5 took the household-arts course. Thirty-one added 
music; 11 added art; 2 added journalism, and 1 added commercial 
subjects. , 
It will be seen that the college-preparatory course was 
more popular in Group II than in Group I. Only 17 girls in 
Group I and 5 girls in Group II took household arts. The 
question arises whether the high schools are helping to the 
fullest extent the girls who will be the future homemakers. 
In Group n, twice as many gir_ls took special art as took the 
household economic course. 
The great value of home economics training in the sec-
ondary schools is recognized by too few of our Catholic high-
•xu u ,e:,z . ;sa: c .. l. aes 16 IS lk.t!l i 4i!A lk 3.! IS 0 :r 54 :;a. 0 t¥ 2 i i1 li . . #ii &Zi I a I ·111111111 
TABLE XXII 
The Different High School Curricula 
. 
Pursued by the Graduates of Group I 
Who Entered Institutions of Higher Education 
High School Curricula 
High Schools General High School College Preparatory Household Arts Music Art Journalism Commercial 
l 29 10 4 8 3 2 1 
2 
I 
6 6 4 l 1 
3 6 3 3 I 1 4 
I 
l I 
1 
I 
5 3 1 ! 1 
6 5 7 3 I 1 
7 1 1 I 
8 1 1 I 9 23 18 4 11 
I 
3 5 
10 1 2 1 
11 14 9 3 7 2 
12 4 1 I 13 2 2 
14 39 9 2 14 I 6 2 3 
15 17 9 2 6 I 3 
16 7 1 2 
Total 155 80 17 63 18 12 5 
()) 
.... 
TABLE .XXII I 
The Different High School Curricula Pursued by the Graduates of 
Group II ~Vho Entered Institutions of Higher Education 
High School Curricula 
High Schools General High School College Preparatory Household Arts Music Art !Journalism Commercial 
lT 1 4 2 1 
18 7 11 1 I 6 2 1 19 4 3 1 I 
20 l l i 
21 1 1 
22 3 1 1-
23 2 2 I 24 4 
I 
2 
I 25 1 26 3 2 I 2 1 27 1 I 28 2 2 3 I I 29 l 3 2 1 
I 
30 l l 
31 15 16 4 8 5 2 
Total 36 53 5 31 11 2 1 
en 
N 
63 
school girls. The girl is more interested in courses pre-
paring for a wage-earning position than for fUture homemaking. 
It seems possible that the Catho~ic high schools of Chicago 
could do more along this line by encouraging students to 
enroll for the household economics courses in the high schools. 
A total of 317 graduates from the 31 Catholic high schools 
are distributed at 23 institutions of higher education. The 
advanced schools are not included in the following tables. 
Tables XXIV and XXV show the popularity of the different 
institutions. In Group I, 236 girls were enrolled in 23 in-
stitutions; Group II had 84 girls in 21 institutions. 
The Normal school enrolled by far the largest number 
including 88 girls or 27.7 per cent of the total. This may be 
the result of almost 100 per cent returns from those attending 
the Chicago Normal College. The high schools reported one 
hundred graduates ~t the normal. Eig~ty-eight respondents 
continued, 4 had dropped out, 2 had died, and 1 had entered 
religion. DePaul comes second with 50, or 15.7 per cent; 
Rosary next with 35, or 11 per cent; St. Xavier's with 21, or 
6 per cent; Northwestern with 19, or 5.9 per cent; Illinois with 
13, or 4.1 per cent. Crane and the State Normal with 12 each, 
or 3.7 per cent; Barat with 9, or 2.8 per cent; Assissi with 
8, or 2.5 per cent; Loyola, Wisconsin, and Clarke with 7 each, 
or 2.2 per cent; Lewis Institute with 5, or 1.5 per cent; 
TABLE XXIV 
The Distribution of 236 Graduates of Group I in 
Institutions of Higher Education 
Institutions of Higher Education High Schools 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 Total 
1. Chicago Normal 15 4 1 10 9 1 1 23 10 4 78 
2. Crane Junior College 5 1 1 1 1 2 11 3~ DePaul 9 3 3 1 4 13 2 1 2 3 2 1 44 4. Loyola 1 1 1 3 1 7 5. Xa.rquette 2 2 6. Northwestern 1 2 2 6 1 1 2 15 7. Chicago. 1 1 
a. Illinois 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8 9. Wisconsin 1 1 1 1 1 5 10. State Normal 1 2 3 11. Beloit 1 1 
12. Barnard 2 2 
13. Lewis Institute 3 3 
14. Rosary 2 1 1 3 4 5 2 4 22 
15. St. Xavier's 1 1 1 1 2 1 2 5 2 2 18 
16. Bar at 1 1 
17. Mallinc:krodt 1 1 
18. St. Mary' s Notre Dame 1 I 1 2 19. Loretto Heights 1 1 20. Clarke 3 1 3 7 21. St. Mary's of the '1Voods 1 1 22. Pestalozzie - Froebel 1 1 2 23. National Kindergarten College 1 1 Total 41 12 9 1 3 12 1 1 44 3 23 4 4 46 25 7 236 
-;Iii! l h LUJ 12&2122 d hkl 2 £1 $2. 5 U¢li, .2$!1E.UU qt I EI1 &hll!i J& h$ . :aJSJ£ a 
TABLE x::t!l 
The Distribution of 82 Graduates of Group II in 
. 
Institutions of Higher Education 
Institutions of Higher Education High Schools 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
l. Chicago Normal 1 
2. Crane Junior College 1 
3. DePaul 2 1 
4. Loyola. 
5. Marquette 1 l 
6. Northwestern 1 1 
7. Illinois 4 
8. Wisconsin 1 
9. Indiana 
10. State Normal 1 2 
11. Beloit 1 
12. Simmons 1 
13. Lewis Institute I 14. Rosary .2 2 2 
15 •. St. Xavier's l 1 1 
16. Ba.rat l 1 4 2 
17. Mallinckrodt 1 
18. St. Mary's Notre Dame 
19. Rosemont 2 
20. Assissi 2 2 2 
21. Trinity 1 
Total 6 17 4 2 3 4 0 4 1 5 
iLL a 11 2£1 
27 28 29. 30 31 
9 
3 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 2 3 
2 
7 
1 
2 
1 4 3 0 28 
Total 
10 
l 
6 
1 
2 
4 
5 
2 
1 
9 
1 
1 
2 
13 
3 
8 
1 
1 
2 
8 
1 
82 m 
en 
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Marquette with 4. or 1.;2 per cent; st. Mary's Notre Dame with 
3. or .9 per cent; Mallinckrodt. Rosemont. Barnard, Beloit, 
and Froebel with 2 each. or .6 per cent, and the remaining 11 
with 1 each, or .3 per cent. 
Tables XXVI and XXVII were prepared to show the distribu-
tion of the graduates who had enrolled in institutions of 
higher education under Catholic auspices or under non-Catholic 
auspices. DePaul, Loyola, and Marquette are the Catholic 
universities and all the other Catholic institutions mentioned 
with the exception of the Catholic nurses training schools 
are placed under the Catholic college. Some of these Catholic 
colleges are only junior colleges. The non-Catholic institu-
tiona include the State Universities of Illinois, Wisconsin, 
and Indiana, the public normals which include the Chicago 
Normal College, Crane Junior College and the State Teacher's 
Colleges; other universities which include Northwestern, 
Chicago, Beloit, Barnard, Simmons, and Lewis Institute. The 
music, dramatic, and art students were not included in this 
table unless the subjects were taken at one of the above men-
tioned institutions. 
Koos in a study of the Minneapolis schools says: 
Without presenting the detailed evidence it is 
desirable to generalize on the responses to the 
request to these students to list the colleges they 
planned to attend. The largest sing~'e• number in the 
Catholic groups gave the names of' colleges of the 
same denomination. (47:Koos:64) 
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TABLE XXVI 
Distribution of 232 Graduates of Group I in Catholic and 
Non-Catholic Institutions of Higher Education 
Types of Schools Graduates Attended 
Catholic Non-Catholic 
University College State Public Normal Other 
University Universities 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Num.ber Percent Number Percent 
High Number of Number in 
Schools Graduates College 
1 150 53 9 16.9 7 13.2 l 1.8 21 39.;6 l 1.8 
2 85 12 3 25.0 3 25.0 2 16.6 4 33.3 
3 47 15 4 26.6 2 13.3 l 6.6 2 13.3 
4 4 3 l 33.3 
5 21 4 l 25.0 1 25.0 
6 25 19 4 21.0 4 21.0 l 5.2 l 5:~ 2 10.5 
7 8 2 1 50.0 
8 6 2 1 50.0 
9 180 67 15 22.3 9 13.4 2 2.8 11 16.4 7 10.4 
10 5 3 2 66.6 1 33.3 
ll 99 24 3 12.5 6 25.0 l 4.1 9 37.5 4 16.6 
12 12 4 1 25.0 2 50.0 1 25.0 
13 18 5 2 40.0 2 40.0 
14 177 64 6 9.3 7 10.9 2 3.1 27 42.1 4 6.2 
15 48 33 2 6.0 7 21.2 2 6.0 10 30.3 2 6.0 
16 31 12 1 9.1 2 16.6 4 33.3 
Total 916 322 52 16.1 53 16.4 13 4.0 92 28.5 22 6.52 
$.1 ;.; 1 i122P 3 up. ;,;Q;;sew:ws: u '. :;;w.: •. I§ u,; ; 
TABLE XXVII 
Distribution of 82 Graduates of Group II in Catho lie and 
Non-Catholic Institutions of Higher Education 
Types of Schools Graduates Attended 
Catholic Nnn-CA+.hnl i 
University College State Public Normal Other 
University Universities 
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
High NUDLber of Number in 
Schooll Graduates College 
17 40 14 1 7.1 5 35.7 
18 24 21 3 14.2 5 23.8 5 23.8 2 9.5 2 9.5 
19 6 5 4 80.0 
i . 20 3 2 1 50.0 : 1 60.0 
21 30 I 3 1 33.3 1 33.3 I 1 1 33.3 22 10 4 4 100.0 
23 3 0 I i 24 22 8 2 25.0 2 26.0 
25 8 2 1 50.0 I 26 17 6 4 66.6 ! 1 16.6 I 
27 5 3 i 1 33.3 28 13 7 2 28.5 I 2 28.5 l 
29 9 3 I 3 100.0 I 
30 4 0 i 
31 75 44 4 9•0 8 18.1 3 6.8 9 20·.4 4 9.0 
Total 269 122 9 7.3 37 30.3 8 6.3 17 13.1 5 4.0 
He goes on to states The institutions 
operated under public auspices most frequently 
named in such schools are the teacher's 
colleges near at hand, and, as is already ap-
parent, they are named almost solely bw girls. 
(47:Koos:64) 
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The findings of Koos were similar to the results of this 
study in both Group I and Group II. The public normal school 
was attended by 28.5 per cent of the graduates from Group I 
and by 13.1 per cent from Group II. Only 4 per. cent of the 
graduates from Group I are in state universities and only 
6.5 per cent in other universities. The three divisions taken 
together give 39 per cent attending institutions under non-
Catholic auspices. 
Table XXVII shows 37.6 per cent of the graduates of 
Group II in Catholic institutions and 23.4 per cent in non-
Catholic institutions. In this group the Catholic division 
has the larger number. The state university has 6.3 per. 
cent and other universities 4 per cent. 
Under ordinary circumatances these percentages would be 
different, many girls stated they had to give up the idea 
of attending college or a particular college on account of 
financial difficulties. Some entered the business world, but 
intend working only for a year or so. The chief reason why 
some entered the nor.mal school was a financial one over which 
the girls had no control and several stated the Catholic college 
they would have preferred to attend. 
r.---------70. 
The National Catholic Welfare Conference Bureau 
of Education made a survey of sixty-nine Catholic 
colleges for women in 1926. The total Freshman en-
rollment was 3,249, of these 2,089 or 64.3 per cent 
came from Catholic high schools, while 1,160 or 35.7 
per cent went from public high schools. 
(lOO:Catholic Educational Review:49) 
In a survey made in 1927 it was found that while only 
one-third of the Catholic youths attended Catholic high 
schools that over half the students in the Catholic institu-
tions of higher education came from Catholic high schools. 
The information given by the respondents varies a 
little from the ~ata sent in by the high schools. Some 
have changed from one college to another; some have left 
college; some have worked for a year and then entered college; 
two have died; one has entered religion, and several have 
married. Many express the view that the present condition 
is not a normal situation. Ordinarily more high-school 
graduates enter the teachers' college but due to the length-
ening of the course, the uncertainty of assignment, and the 
non-employment of substitute teachers, the number has dropped 
considerably. High School 1 sent only 18 of its 1928 class 
to Normal while every other year from 40 to 50 attended. 
Notwithstanding this, the Chicago Normal College has the 
highest percentage of graduates. 
Tables XXVIII and XXIX show that out of the 325 girls 
71 
who attended institutions of higher education, 217 or 66.7 
per cent were planning on teaching as a life career. Fifteen 
fields were chosen by 212 and 4 did not specify any field. 
The elementary field was chosen by over half the number, 110 
girls, or 50.9 per cent; high school by 21, or 9.7 per cent; 
kindergarten and expression by 17 each, or 7.8 per cent; 
elementary household arts by 13, or 6 per cent; music and 
science by 8 each, or .3.7 per cent; physical education by 5, 
or 2.3 per cent; art by 4, or 1.8 per cent; language by 3, 
or 1.3 per cent; mathematics and music supervisor by 2 each, 
or .9 per cent, history by 1 or .4 per cent. One girl plans 
to teach in high school and also to become a writer. 
From the figures it would appear that a very large number 
of our.Catholic high-school graduates are drifting into the 
teaching profession. The totals show that 66.4 per cent of 
the girls are planning to be teachers but when compared with 
. 
the total number of 1,185 graduates, the percentage is only 
18.2 per cent. The report from the high schools showed that 
112, or 9.4 per cent had entered the teachers• college and 
the other 8.8 per cent are distributed among the different 
institutions of higher education • 
•• 
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TABLE XXVIII 
The Number of High School Graduates of Group I iVho Are 
Planning to Enter the Different Branches of Teaching 
Different Branches of Teaching High Schools 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 Total 
1. Elementary 16 3 5 5 1 l 16 3 5 1 1 14 4 4 79 
2. Household Arts 3 2 3 1 1. 10 
3. Kindergarten 3 3 1 I 2 5 l 15 4. High School 3 1 2 3 1 5 4 19 
5. Language 1 2 3 
6. Science 2 3 1 6 
7. History 
8. Art 1 2 1 4 
9. Expression 
I 
1 2 1 1 3 5 l 14 
10. Music 1 1 2 1 1 1 7 
11. Music Supervisor 1 1 2 
12. Mathematics I 1 1 i 2 13. Subject Not· Specified· ' 3 1 4 
14. High School and Writer i 1 1 
15. Physical Education 1 1 1 3 
Total 27 7 7 0 1 11 1 1 33 3 .\ 16 3 2 35 17 7 169 
~ 
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TABLE XXIX 
The Number of High School Graduates of Group II Who Are 
Planning to Enter the Different Branches of Teaching 
Different Branches of Teaching High Schools 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 Total 
1. Elementary 3 6 2 3 4 1 1 1 4 2 4 31 
2. Household .1\.rts 3 3 
3. Kindergarten 2 2 
4. High School 1 l 2 
5. Science l l 2 
6. History l 1 
7~ Expression 3 3 
8. Music 1 1 
9. Instructor 1 1 
10. Physical Education 1 l 2 
Total 4 10 0 2 0 3 0 4 1 1 1 4 3 0 15 48 
~ 
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The data presented in Table XXX show the number of grad-
uates attending the Chicago Normal College and Crane Junior 
College who plan to enter the various fields of teaching in 
the Chicago p~blic school system. The elementary group has 
been broken up into elementary teachers, elementary speech 
teachers, and teachers of the blind. The total number is 
92 with nearly one-half the total planning to teach in the 
grades; the kindergarten comes second and household arts third. 
TABLE XXX 
Distribution of 92 Girls Who Plan to Teach in the 
Chicago Public Schools 
Various Fields of Teaching Number of Graduates Percentage in Each Field 
Elementary Teachers 43 46.7 
Household Arts 10 10.8 
Speech Teachers 1 1.6 
Teachers of the Blind 1 1.1 
Music 2 2.2 
Physical Education 3 3.3 
Kindergarten 14 15.2 
High Schools 6 6.4 
Junior High 5 5.4 
Arts 1 1.0 
Under professional schools were classed musical schools, 
dramatic schools, art schools, nurses' training schools, 
library schools, and business colleges. The students of 
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music, dramatics, and art if studying in a university or college 
were placed with that group. Music and dramatics were classed 
together by all those who added it to the·questionnaire. The 
kindergarten colleges were treated with the college group. The 
list of hospital training schools are to be found in the 
Appendix. Several of the student nurses did not designate the 
school attended. Only 18 or 1.5 per cent of the Catholic high-
school graduates have chosen Bursing as a career. 
Of the 18 graduates enrolled in hospital training courses 
14 or 88.8 per cent are in Catholic institutions and 4 or 22.2 
per cent are in non-Catholic institutions. .Five girls are en-
rolled in business college, 3 of whom are in the evening school. 
Three girls are enrolled at the Art Institute of Chicago. Four 
are studying music and dramatics or expression, 1 at each of the 
following: American Conservatory of Music, Sherwood School of 
Music, Columbia College of Expression, and at an institute the 
name of which was not given. Two of these 4 were also attending 
Liberal Arts Colleges and plan to take up the teaching of music. 
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TABLE XXXI 
Distribution of 23 Girls from Group I in 
Professional Schools 
High Schools 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 Total 
·-· 
Music and Dramatics 1 2 1 4 
Art Schools 1 1 2 
Nurses Training 3 1 2 1 1 2 1 1 12 
Business College 1 2 1 1 5 
Total 2 0 3 0 1 5 0 0 3 0 2 0 0 5 1 1 23 
TABLE XXXII 
Distribution of 7 Girls from Group II in 
Professional Schools 
High Schools 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 Total 
Music and Dramatics 
Art Schools 1 1 
Nurses Training 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 
Business College 
Total 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 l' 0 0 7 
11 
Tables XXXIII and XXXIV portray the relative popularity of 
the careers other than the teaching profession chosen by 92 grad-
uates. The professions are ranged in the order of their popularity. 
Law is the most popular career, in Group I withll, or 13.4 per 
cent; in Group II with 3,or 3.6 per cent. It is especially sig-
nificant that only 2, or 2.4 per cent of the graduates state 
marriage as the life plan. It is interesting to note that 5 grad-
uates of Group II and 2 graduates of Group I intend to take up 
graduate work and one plans to study abroad. These girls, however, 
did not mention any definite career or field of work. In Group II, 
12 graduates in institutions of higher education had made no 
decision as to a career, while in Group I only 6 were undecided. 
Under Chemists were listed food chemistry, analytic chemistry, 
and chemical research. The accountants plan to become certified 
public accountants. The social and welfare workers were classed 
together. Private secretaries and secretarial workers were put 
in the srune group. The high schools reported 6 girls from Group 
I and 1 girl from Group II who planned to take up journalism as 
a profession. Five of the 6 girls from the former group and the 
1 from the latter group responded to the questionnaire and con-
firmed the statements of the high school in their regard. The 
same was true in many cases, showing that of the respondents a 
large majority were preparing for the professional field or business 
executive work they had decided on during high school. 
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TABLE XXXIII 
The Life Career Plans of 73 Graduates in Group I 
Careers High Schools 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
I 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 Total 
1. Law 2 3 4 2 ll 
2. Medicine 2 1 1 1 l 2 8 3. Business Career 2 l 3 6 4. Chemistry 1 1 2 1 5 5. Journalism 2 1 2 5 6. Music 1 1 1 2 5 7. Secretarial Work 2 1 i 2 I 5 8. Social Service 2 I l 3 9. Literary Work 2 l ' 3 i 10. Conunerce I l 2 3 ll. Public Accountant 1 I 2 3 
' 12. Further Study 2 I 2 l3.Pharmacy l I 1 I I 14. Bacteriology I 1 1 I I 15. Dietetics I l I l 16. Dental Hygiene l i 1 
17. Psyohia try . I 1 1 I 18. Hospital Graduate Work 1 l 19. Engineering I 1 1 I 20. Dancer 
I 1 1 21. Importing l 1 22. Advertising 1 1 23. Gift Shop 1 1 24. Marriage l 1 
· 25 ~ College Librarian 1 1 
26. Dramatic Career 1 1 27. No Plans 1 2 1 ?. a 
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TABLE XXXIV 
The Life Career Plans of 19 Graduates in Group II 
~- --·· ---~ ... -·· ·-
Careers High Schools 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 Total 
1. Further Study 1 2 2 5 
2. La.w 3 3 
3. Chemistry 2 2 
4. Social Service 1 1 2 
5. Journalism 1 1 
6. Literary Work 1 1 
7. Conmerce 
I 
1 1 
8~ Business Career 1 1 
9. Interior Decorator 1 1 
10. Gift Shop 1 1 
11. Marriage 1 1 
12. No Plans 6 3 1 2 1 13 
~ 
CD 
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Four of the graduates in colleges intend taking up social 
work. This is another field in which many of our graduates 
could do much good. 
As to the opportunities for trained Catholic 
workers the field is almost without limit. Catholic 
agencies with a highly standardized program are 
increasing and specialized fields are opening up 
within these agencies. In public welfare agencies 
where trained Catholic workers have in the past 
been few, there are rio~ opportunities, with com-
mensurate compensations. Truly can it be said 
of the whole field with reference to the Catholic 
social worker, that 1 the harvest is white and the 
laborers are few' • 
(162:Frederic Siedenburg, S.J.:l83} · 
The above quotation expresses the situation very well. If 
it is not doen by the Catholic young women to our advantage it 
will be done by the non-Catholic to our great loss. It see.ms 
that this work could be well begun even in our Catholic high 
school. 
Religious Vocations 
The following tables show the number of graduates and the 
number and percentage of those entering religion. While most 
of the orders or congregations were named it was thought better 
not to include the names and the number entering each. Some 
might consider whatever was said a reflection and even take 
offense where none was intended. One fact stands out very plain, 
that too few of our Catholic high-school graduates enter re-
ligion, as it is commonly called. 
r 
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TABLE XXXV 
The Distribution of 23 Religious 
Vocations in the Class of 1928 
Group 'I 
High School Number of Graduates Vocations 
Number Percent 
l 150 8 5.3 
2 85 3 3.5 
3 47 2 4.2 
4 4 
5 21 l 4.7 
6 25 
7 13 
8 6 
9 180 6 3.3 
10 5 
11 99 
12 12 
13 18 
14 177 2 1.1 
15 48 1 2.0 
16 31 
Total 916 23 2.5 
Of the 1,185 graduates for the year 1928 only 31 entered 
Religious Communities and this seems to be a very small number. 
It is only 2.6 per cent, or about 1 out of every 40 pupils. The 
highest number from any school was 8 or 5.3 per cent of the num-
ber of graduates; the second in rank had 6 or 3.3 per cent of 
the graduates; the third had 3 or 3.5 per cent of the graduates; 
the fourth, the fifth, and the sixth had 2 each and percentages 
,... 
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TABLE XXXVI 
The Distribution of 8 Religious 
Vocations in the Class of 1928 
Group II 
High School Number of Graduates Vocations 
·- Number Percent 
17 40 
18 24 
19 6 
20 3 
21 30 1 3.3 
22 10 
23 3 2 6.6 
24 22 1 4.5 
25 8 l 12.5 
26 17 
27 5. 1 20.0 
28 13 l 7.1 
29 9 
30 4 l 25.0 
31 75 
Total 269 8 2.9 
of 6.6, 4.2, and 1.1 respectively. Six schools had 1 each which 
made a total of 14 schools, 7 in each group. The percentage of 
vocations in Group II is larger than Group I. In all, 17 schools 
reported no vocations in the 1928 class. 
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TABLE XXXVII 
Summary of the Number and Percentage of Religious Vocations 
for Both Groups 
Group I Group II Total 
' 
Number of High Schools 16 15 31 
Number of Graduates 916 269 1185 
Number of Schools Having Vocations 7 7 14 
Percentage of Schools 43.7 46.6 45.1 
Number of Schools Having No Vocations 9 8 17 
Percentage of Schools 56.2 53.~ 54.8 
Number in Religion 23 8 31 
Percentage in Religion 2.5 2.9 2.6 
From the summary it will be seen that 7 high schools, or 
43.7 per cent of the schools in Group I, and 7 high schools, 
or 46.6 per cent of Group II had graduates entering religion. 
In Group I, 9 schools or 56.2 per cent of the schools, and in 
Group II, 8 schools, or 53.3 per cent of the schools had no 
religious vocations. In the figures given by the high schools, 
the number in religion was 30 and in the report obtained 
from the respondents the number was 31. 
!> 
Some of the reasons so few.enter the Religious Life are 
the opposition of the family, a misplaced love of parents, 
obstacles of environment or the financial condition at home. 
The firls find it too hard to break the home ties or over-
oome the obstacles when first out of school; later the allure-
ments of the world prove too great and cause a lack of gen-
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erosity on the part of the girl to give up all for Christ. 
Then the mistaken idea, that a very zealous and talented 
girl can do more in the worldJ but her chief business becomes 
the making of a living which leaves her very little time or 
inclination for other good works. True, there are many who 
live up to their original noble ideals but there are a great 
many more who are soon swallowed up in the pleasures and 
toils of the world. It is a deplorable tact that so many of 
our Catholic high school girls who have the qualities to make 
excellent religious, are not advised and encouraged to make 
the necessary sacrifice early in life, that is, as soon as 
possible after graduation. 
The work of fostering vocations should be carried on in 
the Catholic high school. It is only reasonable to expect 
more than one out of every forty girls to give her life to the 
work of the Master. The Students Mission Crusade has done 
much in the work of fostering vocations not only for the 
mission but in promoting a general increase. 
The correct principles underlying vocational guidance 
might well be applied to the Religious Calling. The Divine 
Call, though a supernatural call, is expressed through human 
agencies, prayer, direction, parental advice and teachers' 
counsel. Every teacher knows, appreciates, and practices 
the principles of true vocational guidance. She uses the 
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various means to awaken a responsive attitude to the Call of 
Christ; namely, assembly speakers, literature, religion 
classes and conference. True, the parent has a great influ-
ence in molding the future careers of their children, but the 
teacher plays a big part in fostering and strengthening 
potential vocations. Usually the high-school girl looks with 
love and great reverence on her teacher and just a few care-
fully spoken words may lead the girl to serious thought and 
often to answer the call of the Master. 
It would be interesting in a few years to check up and 
find out how many more of the 1928 class had later answered 
the call to religious life. 
Reasons Checked 
There are many reasons, aside from the desire for 
knowledge, which impel the youth to attend an institution 
of higher'education. They go to acquire a general culture 
or to enable them to obtain a higher position in life than 
they could otherwise hope to attain or because it is a 
tradition of the family to go. The college sportmanship 
and social life may be the drawing card; to put in four 
pleasant years with friends or to make friends that will 
benefit them financially or socially in later life. The 
college may be chosen for its location, or a girl with an 
eye for matrimony may choose it because it is co-educational. 
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The tuition may be the reason for choosing a certain institution, 
or because the college is noted for work along a particular 
line.· More than one reason may enter into the decision in 
favor of this or that college. 
In this part of the study the following tables give the 
reasons for the choice of a college. The number of graduates 
was not taken into consideration in making the next table, 
but only the frequency with which the reason was checked. 
The percentage reads as follows: the graduates,. in Group I, 
checked location 86 times or 18 per cent of the total, 490; 
in Group II, 48 times or 26 per cent of the total, 182. The 
total check for both groups was 134 or 20 per cent of the 
total reasons, 672 
Table XXXVIII shows the frequency with which the various 
reasons for the selection of a college were checked by the 
high-school graduates. Every graduate checked one reason and 
in a number of instances several. Two hundred and forty-two 
graduates in Group I checked 490 reasons and in Group II, 
182 reasons were checked by 326 graduates or about 2 reasons 
per person. 
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TABLE XXXVIII 
' Reasons Checked by 326 Graduates 
for a Choice of College 
Group I Group II Total 
Reasons as Listed on Reasons Checked Reasons Checked Number of Questionnaire II by · 242 Graduates by 84 Graduates Reasons Checke 
Number Percent Number Percent Number \Percent 
1. Location 86 18 48 26 134 20 
2. Co-education 32 1 11 6 43 6 
3. Specific Work 149 30 49 27 198 29 
4. Sports 5 1 4 2 9 1 
5. Social Life 30 6 24 13 54 8 
6. Tuition 31 6 2 1 33 4 
1. Recommended 62 13 20 11 82 12 
a. To Be ~ith Friends 16 3 12 1 28 4 
9. Financial Returns 68 14 8 4 76 11 
10. Alma Mater of Parents 11 2 4 2 15 2 
Total 490 .182 672 
The next table indicates the relative popularity of the 
reasons for the choice of college as checked on Questionnaire 
·II. The reasons are ranked in the order of their popularity 
from the most popular specific work to sports. In this table 
the individuals are taken into consideration. The percentages 
are found by comparing the reasons checked with the number of 
graduates. Table XXXIX reads as follows: in Group I, 142 
graduates were in college, 139 girls, or 62 per cent checked 
specific work. In Group II, 84 girls were in college, 49 
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girls or 58 per cent checked specific work. This reason was 
checked 198 times by both groups, or by 61 per cent of the 
graduates enrolled in college. 
One of the measures of effective guidance in the high 
school is the proportion of graduates with educational plans 
in accordance with their interests, capacities and occupa-
tional choice. Adequate guidanc~ will enable the youth to 
select a suitable life career and to formulate plans to 
carry it out in the institution of higher education where 
he can best prepare for his life work. That specific work 
was checked by so large a number of graduates speaks well 
for the effectiveness of guidance in the Catholic high schoo~s 
of Chicago. 
Financial returns and tuition were much more popular 
with Group I than with Group II. The percentages, in Group I 
for social life and to be with friends, were only one-half 
as great as in Group II. Recommended, co-education, and the 
alma mater of parents had about equal weight in each group. 
Location was nearly twice as great in Group II as in Group I. 
Sports proved of little value in the choice of a college by 
the girls but the same would not hold true for boys. 
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TABLE XXXIX 
Number of Reasons Checked by 326 Graduates and the 
Percentage of Graduates Checking Each Reason 
Group I Group II Total 
Reasons Given on Number of Percentage of Number of Percentage of Number of Percentage of 
Questionnaire II Reasons Graduates Reasons Graduates Reasons Graduates 
Checked Checking Checked Checking Checked Checking 
Reasons Reasons Reasons 
L Specific Work 149 62 49 58 198 61 
2. Location 86 36 48 57 134 41 
3. Recommended 62 26 20 24 82 25 
4. Financial Returns 68 28 8 10 76 21 
5. Social Life 30 12 24 29 54 17 
6. Co-education 32 13 ll 13 43 13 
7. Tuition 31 13 2 2 33 10 
a. To Be With Friends 16 7 12 14 28 9 
9. Alma Mater of Parents 11 5 4 5 15 5 
10. Sports 5 2 4 5 9 3 
(X) 
co 
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Practically the entire number of graduates who entered 
the Chicago Teachers College, Crane Junior College, and the 
state nor.mal schools checked specific work. These institu-
tions are the quickest way of reaching the goal of teaching 
which is the specific work sought by these high-school 
graduates. The reasons checked by this group are given in 
the following table. It was not deemed necessary to keep 
Group I and Group II separate in this table. 
TABLE XL 
Reasons Checked. by the Graduates Planning to 
Teach in the Public Schools 
Reason on Questionnaire Number 
I 
1. Location 60 
2. Co-education 22 
3. Specific Work 90 
4. Sports 4 
5. Social Life 18 
6. Tuition 21 
7. Recommended 36 
a. To Be V'Ti th Friends 10 
9. Financial Returns 34 
10. Alma Mater of Parents 5 
Location received the second largest number of checks. 
Recommended is next in line closely followed by the finan-
cial returns. Co-education, tuition, and social life come 
next followed by to be with friends, alma mater of parents, 
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and lastly by sports. 
Aside from the reasons checked.the follwoing reasons 
were added to the questionnaire by students who were 
attending the Chicago Normal College and an attempt was 
made to tabulate them. Thirty-eight expressed the reason 
for the preference of normal to a Catholic college as 
eligibility to teach in the Chicago Public Schools. Fifteen 
stated because there was no Catholic normal that gave access 
to the public schools. Thirteen gave the reason 'only pre-
ferred as step or mean to goal'--teaching. Financial oir-
cumstances caused 9 to choose the Normal instead of a 
university or college. Brevity of course and quickest means 
to end were 2 of the reasons given by 7 graduates. The 
reputation of the Normal in the Junior High Field and in 
the Kindergarten Field was checked by 5 graduates each. 
Short cut to a degree was given by 3, and wanted experience 
of attending public school was given by 2 more. 
An attempt was made to combine the reasons added to the 
questionnaire for the choice of a Catholic institution. A 
large number preferred the school because it was Catholic. 
Some because they believed that undergraduates should attend 
Catholic colleges; others gave the reason that they did not 
want to endanger their faith. More intense work was done 
in the Catholic institution and the teachers showed more 
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concern for the stu. dent were the reasons given by a few. 
Several parents permitted t.he choice of an institution but 
limited the choice to Catholic colleges. A few attended 
for the cultural returns and the wholesome life in the 
Catholic institution. Some attended because they received 
scholarships and 1 because she believed she had a vocation. 
These reasons could be summarized by the words of 
Cardinal O'Connell. 
Only in the Catholic college is -the inl}.eri-
tance of Catholic youth preserved and perpetuated. 
The Catholic college honors and transmits the 
saving knowledge, compelling principle and sublime 
idealism of God's revelation to the world. On 
this foundation the college builds Christian 
character. In this service the Catholic college 
meets an urgent need, justifies ·its precious ex-
istence and advances the highest interests of the 
church and the nation. 
(189:,Vhy A Catholic College Education:3) 
Not much can be drawn from the reasons added to the 
questionnaire in answer to the question' Why did you prefer 
this school to a Catholic college or university? Some of 
the reasons given fall under the 10 listed on the question-
naire. The outstanding reason was the specifio work which 
could be obtained in the institution and eventually lead 
to a career. 
An attempt was made to give a generalization of the 
reasons added to the questionnaire. Some by word or in-
ference gave the following: better school, better equip-
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ment, better faculty, a more democratic education, a more 
professional education, parents selection, father insisted 
on a co-educational institution, and a scholarship. The 
above reasons do not seem weighty enough for the attendance 
of Catholic high-school graduates in these institutions. 
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CHAPTER VI 
Conclusions 
Limitations 
The following limitations have direct bearing on the 
data given: 
1. The post-high-school career is not always the final 
career. 
2. The considerations in a girl's career are more com-
plicated, as a result of her dual position, than in the 
case of a boy's career. 
3. The group studied was not long enough out ·Of school 
to have become stable. 
4. The commercial subjects were often taken only as a 
means to an end--matrimony. 
5. The present conditions are not normal and have a 
very unfavorable effect on both the employed group and the 
college group. 
Conclusions 
The conclusions to be drawn from the data given are 
as follows: 
I . 
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1. The large majority of the graduates from the combina-
tion commercial course and the general course are engaged 
as stenographers and in clerical positions. As a result 
of financial conditions, many who took the college-prepara-
tory course are also engaged in clerical positions. Several 
stated that they intended to work for a year and then con-
tinue their education. It is the duty of the school to 
offer a more liberal education to these enterprising girls 
who must have financial aid. 
Some of those engaged as stenographers will be advanced 
to private secretarial work, but the general belief seems 
to be that there are too many stenographers but too few good 
stenographers. It seems possible that some who took the 
co~~ercial course could have been guided into other fields 
and later to better opportunities. There is not a great 
material difference between the field of commerce and the 
field of medicine; both need trained and experienced workers. 
The graduate from high school is face to face with the 
problem of accepting an immediate job or continuing her 
education. Today higher education has found favor in the 
commercial world. The person with the educational back-
ground is given first choice. 
2. The study of the various positions of the graduates 
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gave eviden~e of a rather wide range of vision ~on~erning 
the world's work. Some sixty-four o~~upations were listed 
in the business world and six under various positions. 
This list is to be found in the appendix. Five per ~ent 
of the employed group are ~ontinuing their edu~ation in -
business s~hools. 
3. As conditions in the business world have ~hanged so 
in the past months, the figures given on the number employed 
might not hold true today. No doubt, many who answered the 
questionnaire are at present unemployed or if employed are 
receiving a mu~h lower salary than the amount stated on the 
questionnaire. 
4. Some of the figures given in this study show the 
remuneration to be lower than expe~ted. The high-s~hool 
graduates as a sele~t group should ~ommand a higher salary. 
The average wage of the advan~ed salary range· seems a fair 
salary and many of the salaries would be ~onsidered good. 
5. A number of the high-school graduates have not the 
intellectual aptitude for ~ollege work but this does not 
mean that they are doomed to clerkships. The business 
world has vast opportunities. 
6. The ~hoice of a college is the most important task 
of the senior high-school graduate. The preliminary choice 
of a college should be made early enough to allow for the 
r 
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necessary preparation. The choice need not be a particular 
college but a particular type of college. 
7. The findings of the present study in regard to attend-
ance at institutions of higher education are most gratifying. 
The effectiveness of guidance in the choice of a college or 
university is shown by the correlation between the high school's 
report and the individual's report. 
8. The guidance given in the Catholic high school func-
tinned in the selection of a sequence of studies in prepara-
tion for a field of work. 
9. The Catholic universities and colleges claim a greater 
percentage of the graduates than the state or non-sectarian 
institutions. 
10. It is generally taken for granted that Catholic girls 
come from a Catholic high school while many in secular. in-
stitutions come from a public high school. Even the small 
number of Catholic high-school graduates enrolled in secular 
institutions of higher education is greater than it should be. 
11. The figures obtained in this study show that a large 
percentage of our Catholic high-school graduates entered the 
teaching profession. 
12. Home economics covers many fields and gives a wide 
range of opportunities. from scientific homemaking to 
institutional management. It should be put in the reach of 
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all and more of the girls should be encouraged to enroll in 
this course. 
13. There is much need for the Catholic social worker and 
the attention of the Catholic high-school graduates should 
be called to this great field of endeavor. 
14. Most of the religious orders are dependent upon their 
student body for future recruits. The subject of religious 
vocations is receiving more and more attention; constant 
efforts are being made to encourage vocations. 
15. The reason for the choice of a Catholic institution 
showed religion to be the determinant. 
16. The preference of a public normal to a Catholic institu-
tion was based on the reasons--specific work and financial 
returns. 
17. The Catholic high-school graduate who must attend 
non-Catholic institution to secure a teaching position does 
so through necessity not through choice. 
18. The dominant motives given for the choice of other 
than a Catholic institution were based on poor and biased 
reasons. 
19. While much is yet to be done by way of a unified system 
of vocational guidance, the progressive spirit of the different . 
teaching sisterhoods gives promise of greater results for 
the future. 
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' Recommendations 
1. The most effective means to promote vocational 
guidance is the establishment of a vocational-guidance 
bureau in the archdiocese, as the central agency for the 
direction of a unified program. 
2. Each large city should have a vocational-guidance 
clinic. 
3. Every secondary school should have a sister counselor 
who might also act as counselor for several schools in the 
same locality. 
4. Economy might prompt the co-operation with existing 
public and private organizations. 
5. The co-operation of the Alumnae Association, and other 
Catholic organizations should be enlisted in the placement 
and follow-up work. 
6. A one year, three year, and a five year follow-up 
study of each of the Catholic high-school classes should 
be made by one of the Catholic Universities. 
Appendix 
NewWorld List of Catholic High Schools for Girls 
January 17, 1930 
In City Outside City 
1. A1vernia. High School 25. st. Angela. Academy 
2. Aquinas Hi&~ School 26. St. .Anne Academy 
3. St. Augustine High School 27. St. Francis Academy 
4. St. Casimir Academy 28. Holy Child High School 
5. St. Catherine High School 29. Holy Ghost Academy 
6. St. Elizabeth Co-ed 30. St. Joseph Seminary 
7. Good Counsel High School 31. Mallinckrodt High School 
8. Holy Family Academy 32. Marywood High School 
9. Immaculata. High School 33. Nazareth Academy 
10. Josephinum High School 34. Notre Dame Academy 
11. Loretto Academy (Woodlawn) 35. Our Lady Academy 
12. Loretto Academy (Englewood) 36. St. Patrick Academy (Kankakee) 
13. St. Louis 37. St. Patrick Academy 
14. St. Mary's High School 38. Providence High School 
15. Mercy High School 39. Sacred Heart Convent· 
16. Our Lady Academy 40. Sacred Heart Academy (Lisle) 
17. Providence High School 41. Trinity High School 
18. Resurrection Academy 
19. Sacred Heart Academy 
20. St. Scholastica Academy 
21. St. Thomas the Apostle 
22. Visitation High School 
23. St. Michael's High School 
24. St. Xavier Academy 
Sister Superior 
Dear Sister: 
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As a gradu.ate thesis for a Master's Degree from Loyola 
University, I am v.rriting on the "Post High School Careers of 
the Catholic High School Graduates of the Chicago Archdiocese 
for the year 1927-1928. 11 It is a study of the position, 
occupation, or institution of higher education in which the 
graduates are at present. I would like the information on 
the enclosed questionnaire in regard to the June 1928 grad-
uates of High School. The name 
of the High School is absolutely not to be used in connection 
with any date you may give. I am also very desirous of 
getting a list of the names and addresses of all the graduates 
of that year, and if known the institution now attending. 
I regret very much putting you to this trouble, but I know 
you will do your best to help me out. If ever I can be 
of service to you,let me know and I will be glad to return 
the favor. Please return the blank as soon as possible. If 
for any reason this information cannot be given, return the 
blank so that I may know when all available data is in. 
Thanking you in advance and hoping to have a favorable 
reply from you soon, I am 
Sincerely yours, 
r 
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Copy of Questionnaire I 
Number of Graduates in 1927-1928 
School Enrollment in 1927-1928 
Graduation Requirements: 
1. Years of Attendance 
2. Average 
3. Number of Credits 
4. 
5. 
6. 
Present Activities of the Graduates of 1927-1928 
1. Number in Teachers College 
2. Number in Junior College 
3. Number in a Catholic College 
4. Number in Catholic University 
5. Number in State University 
6. Number in Other Universities 
7. Number in Other Advanced Schools 
8. Number in Library Work 
9. Number in Business World 12. Number Married 
10. Number in Religion 13. Number Lost Track of 
11. Number at Home 14. Number Deceased 
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The following is a copy of the printed letter sent 
out to each of the graduates whose addresses were known. 
If no response was obtained, the second letter was sent. 
The names and addresses were looked up in the City and 
Telephone Directories. A final attempt was made to reach 
them by telephone. 
The Post High School Careers of the Graduates of 
Catholic High Schools for the Year 1927-1928 has been 
approved as the subject of my thesis for the Master's 
Degree at Loyola University. The completion of this 
thesis depends upon your willingness to eo-operate. 
Will you be so good as to fill out the enclosed blank 
and return it to me at your earliest convenience? 
Very sincerely yours. 
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Copy of Questionnaire II 
To Be Filled Out By Girls In The Business World 
High School Attended 
--------------------------------
Years of Attendance 
-------------------
Please check the Course you took: 
1. General 5. Arts 
2. College Preparatory 
----
6. Journalism 
3. Home Economics 7. ColiDllercial 
4. Music s. 
Position Are you working now 
Lowest Salary Received 
-------
Highest Salary 
-----
To Be Filled Out By Gtrls In College Or University 
High School Attended Years 
---------------------- ----------
Please chekc the Course you took: 
1. General 5. Arts 
2. College Preparatory 6. Journalism 
3. Home Economics 7. Commercial 
4. Music 8. 
.College now attended ________________________________ ___ 
What are your plans for the future __________________________ _ 
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Check your reason for choosing the school you are now attending 
1. Location 6. Tuition 
2. Special work 7. Recommended 
3. Co-education 8. To be with friends 
4. Sports 9. Financial Returns 
5. Social Life 10. Alma Mater of Parents 
----
\Vhy did you prefer this school to a Catholic college or university? 
1. 
--------------------------------------------------------
2. 
--------------------------------------------------------
3. 
--------------------------------------------------------
r 
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This list gives the sixty-four occupations as they were 
given on the answered questionnaires. 
1. Clerical 
2. Regrade Clerk 
3. Board of Education Clerk 
4. Chicago Public School Clerk 
5. Statistical Clerk 
6. Deputy Clerk of the Municipal Court 
7. Telephone Clerical Work 
8. File Clerk 
9. Confidential Clerk 
10. Tracer Clerk 
ll. Post Office Clerk 
12. Order Clerk 
13. General Office Work 
14. Stenographer 
15. Legal Stenographer 
16. Typist 
17. Bank Office 
18. Secretarial Work 
19. Private Sec~etary 
20. Office Secretary 
21. Social Secretary 
22. Telephone Operator 
23. Switchboard Operator 
-24. Ediphone Operator 
25. Camptometer Operator 
26. Bookkeeper 
27. Auditor 
28. Accountant 
29. Bank Biller 
30. Tilltekeeper 
31. Cashier 
32. Biller 
33. Saleslady 
34. Book Saleslady 
35. Real Estate Saleslady 
36. Professional Shopper 
37. Credit Department 
38. Advertising Department 
39. Claim Adjustor 
40. Welfare Department 
41. Social Service Department 
r 
42. Education.Department 
43. Beauty Shop 
44. Gift Shop 
45.· Candy Shop 
· 46. Book Shop 
47. Art Shop 
48. Manager of Gift'Shop 
49. Local Manager 
50. Interior Decorator 
51. Curtain and Draper Inspector 
52. Canvasser 
53. Correspondent 
54. Demonstrator 
55. Photographer's Assistant 
56. Proof-Reader's Assistant 
57. Insurance Work 
58. Tea Room ~ork 
59. Tea Room Cashier 
60. Doctor's Office 
61. Dentist's Office 
62. Librarian (Private) 
63. Librarian (Office) 
64. Assistant Statistical Librarian 
Combinations 
1. Stenographer·--------------Bookkeeper 
2. Stenographer --------------General Office 
3. General Office ------------Telephone 
4. Typist --------------------General Office 
5. Stenographer --------------Telephone 
6. File Clerk ----------------General Office 
7. File Clerk ---~------------Telephone 
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lOa 
List of Catholic Colleges and Universities 
1. DePaul University Chicago, Illinois 
2. Loyola University Chicago, Illinois 
3. Marquette University Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
4. Trinity College Washington, D. c. 
5. St. Xavier College Chicago, Illinois 
6. Rosary College River Forest, Illinois 
1. Barat College Lake Forest, Illinois 
a. Clarke College Dubuque, Iowa . 
9.· Mallinckrodt College Wilmette, Illinois 
10. Assissi College Joliet, Illinois 
11. Rosemont College Rosemont, Pennsylvania 
12. St. Mary's of the Woods · Indiana 
13. St. Mary's Notre Dame Indiana 
14. Loretta Heights College De~ver, Colorado 
List of Non-Catholic, Non-Sectarian and 
Public Institutions 
1. Chicago Normal College 
2. Crane Junior College 
3 • Illinois Uni ver s.i ty 
4. Wisconsin University 
5. University of Indiana 
6. Northwestern University 
1. University of Chicago 
a. Beloit College, Wisconsin 
9• Lake Forest College 
10. Barnard College, New York . 
11. Northern Illinois State Teachers College 
12. Simmon College, Boston 
13. Mr•· Dow's School, Briarcliff Manor, New York 
14: •• Academy of Fine .Arts 
15. Art Institute 
16. Pestalozzie, Froebel Kindergarten College 
17. National Kindergarten and Elementary College 
la. Columbia College of Expression 
19. Lewis Institute 
20. American Conservatory of Music 
21. Sherwood School of Music 
22. Moser Business College 
23. Gregg Business College 
r 
Hospitals 
Catholic Training Schools 
1. Mercy Hospital 
2. St. Elizabeth's Hospital 
3. St. Anthony's Hospital 
4. St. Anne's 
5. st. Francis 
6. Oak Park Hospital 
7. St. Bernard's Hospital 
8. St. Mary's Training School 
9. St. Joseph's Hospital 
Chicago. Illinois 
Chicago, Illinois 
Chicago, Illinois 
Chicago. Illinois 
Evanston, Illinois 
Oak Park, Illinois 
Chicago, Illinois 
Kankakee, Illinois 
South Bend, Indiana 
Non-Catholic and Non-Sectarian Training Schools 
1. Evanston Hospital 
2. Elgin Hospital 
Evanston, Illinois 
Elgin, Illinois 
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